
CIA Director John Brennan pauses during a news conference at CIA headquarters in Langley, Va., Thursday, Dec. 11, 2014. Brennan defending his agency from 
accusations in a Senate report that it used inhumane interrogation techniques against terrorist suspect with no security benefits to the nation. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais) 
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CIA Chief Challenges US Senate Torture Report 



Senate Intelligence Committee Chair Sen. Dianne Feinstein, 
D-Calif., center, and Sen. Roger Wicker, R-Miss., right, rush 
to the Senate floor on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, 
Dec. 11, 2014. Earlier this week, Feinstein released a report on 
the CIA's harsh interrogation techniques at secret overseas 
facilities after the 9/11 terror attacks. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


KEN DILANIAN 
AP Intelligence Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — CIA 

Director John Brennan ac¬ 
knowledged Thursday that 
“abhorrent" tactics were 
used on terror detainees 
but stopped short of claim¬ 
ing that the tough methods 
saved thousands of Ameri¬ 
can lives. 

He said it was “unknown 
and unknowable” whether 
the harsh treatment during 
George W. Bush’s presi¬ 
dency yielded crucial in¬ 
telligence that could have 
been gained in any other 
way. 

Responding to the Senate 
torture report, Brennan re¬ 
counted the horrors of the 
Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist at¬ 
tacks, his agency's deter¬ 
mination to prevent more 
such assaults and the fact 
that CIA officers were the 
first to fight and early to die 
in the Afghanistan war. The 
CIA, he said, “did a lot of 
things right" in a time when 
there were “no easy an¬ 
swers.” 

Brennan criticized the 
Senate intelligence com¬ 
mittee’s investigation on 
multiple fronts, saying, for 
example, it was “lamen¬ 
table” that the committee 
interviewed no CIA person¬ 
nel to ask “what were you 
thinking” and “what was 
the calculus you used” in 
determining interrogation 
practices. Without that, he 
said, “you lose the oppor¬ 
tunity to really understand 
what was taking place at 
the time.” 

Even so, on the central con¬ 
tentious point of this week’s 
report — its conclusion 
that none of the torture or 


other brutal interrogation 
methods produced critical, 
life-saving intelligence — 
Brennan said that cannot 
be proved one way or the 
other. 

Valuable information was 
indeed obtained after 
the harsh interrogations, 
he said, including some 
on Sept. 11 mastermind 
Osama bin Laden. But he 
added it was impossible 
to know whether the de¬ 
tainees provided that in¬ 
formation because of the 
“enhanced interrogation 
techniques." He said the 
cause-and-effect relation¬ 
ship is “unknown and un¬ 
knowable.” 

Bush approved the pro¬ 
gram through a covert 
finding in 2002 but wasn’t 
briefed by the CIA on the 
details until 2006. 

President Barack Obama 
banned harsh interrogation 
tactics upon taking office, 
calling the treatment “tor¬ 
ture." But he has shown little 
interest in holding account¬ 
able anyone involved, a 
sore point among human 
rights groups and his sup¬ 
porters on the left. 

Brennan refused to say 
whether he considered the 
techniques to be torture, 
declining to even use the 
word in his 40 minutes of 
remarks and answers to 
questions. 

As he spelled out his objec¬ 
tions to the report, the of¬ 
fice of Democratic Sen. Di¬ 
anne Feinstein, head of the 
Senate intelligence com¬ 
mittee, unleashed a bar¬ 
rage of tweets challenging 
him. One said that “every 
fact” in the committee's 
report was based on CIA 


records, cables or other 
evidence. 

Brennan denied that the 
CIA intentionally misled 
lawmakers, and he spoke 
up forcefully for agency 
employees, “a workforce 
that was trying to do the 
right thing” even though 
some came up short. 

“We take exceptional 
pride in providing truth 


to power,” he said point¬ 
edly, “whether that power 
agrees with what we say or 
not and regardless of politi¬ 
cal party." 

The Senate report does not 
urge prosecution for wrong¬ 
doing, and the U.S. Justice 
Department has no inter¬ 
est in reopening a criminal 
probe. But the threat to 
former interrogators and 


their superiors was under¬ 
lined Wednesday as a U.N. 
special investigator de¬ 
manded those responsible 
for “systematic crimes” be 
brought to justice, and hu¬ 
man rights groups pushed 
for the arrest of key CIA 
and Bush administration fig¬ 
ures if they travel overseas. 
Current and former CIA of¬ 
ficials pushed back, deter¬ 
mined to paint the Senate 
report as a political stunt by 
Senate Democrats. 

In a formal 136-page 
rebuttal, the CIA suggested 
Senate Democrats 

searched through millions 
of documents to pull 
out only the evidence 
backing up predetermined 
conclusions. 

Tenet, the director on 
Sept. 11, 2001, said the 
interrogation program 
“saved thousands of 
Americans lives” while the 
country faced a “ticking 
time bomb every day.” 
Former Vice President 
Dick Cheney also pushed 
back, saying in a Fox News 
interview that the Senate 
report “is full of crap."0 
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White House swings behind $1 .IT US spending bill 



Senators, from left. Sen. Mark Pryor, D-Ark„ Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn„ Sen. James Risch, R-ldaho, 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz„ and Sen. Orrin G. Hatch, R-Utah, rush to the Senate floor on Capitol 
Hill in Washington, Thursday, Dec. 11, 2014, for a procedural vote to advance the $585 billion 
defense bill. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


DAVID ESPO 
ANDREW TAYLOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

House Republican leaders 
narrowly quelled a revolt 
among their conservatives 
Thursday, then worked to 
overcome Democratic 
opposition to legislation to 
provide $1.1 trillion in U.S. 
government spending and 
chart a new course for se¬ 
lected, highly shaky pen¬ 
sion plans. 

The White House said 
President Barack Obama 
would sign the measure, 
triggering a rare public 
rebuke from Democratic 
leader Nancy Pelosi, who 
said she was disappointed. 
“It is a compromise and 
it does fulfill some of the 
many of the top-line priori¬ 
ties that the president him¬ 
self has long identified,” 
said White House press sec¬ 
retary Josh Earnest. He also 
said Obama did object to 
other portions of the 1,764- 
page spending and pen¬ 


sion measure. 

The developments coin¬ 
cided with the approach 
of a midnight expiration 
of existing federal funding, 
but there was no threat of 


a government shutdown 
— or even evidence of the 
attendant brinkmanship so 
pervasive in recent years. 
There was unusual drama 
in the House, though, on 


the final major bill of a two- 
year Congress. 
Conservatives sought to 
torpedo the measure be¬ 
cause it leaves Obama’s 
immigration policy unchal¬ 


lenged. But Speaker John 
Boehner patrolled the 
noisy, crowded House floor 
looking for enough Repub¬ 
lican converts to keep it 
afloat. 

He found them — after 
the vote went into over¬ 
time — in retiring Rep. Kerry 
Bentivolio and Rep. Marlin 
Stutzman . The vote to al¬ 
low the measure to ad¬ 
vance was 214-212. 

The spending measure is 
one of a handful on the 
year-end agenda, with 
the others ranging from an 
extension of expiring tax 
breaks to a bill approving 
Obama’s policy for arming 
Syrian forces fighting Islam¬ 
ic State forces. 

The $1.1 trillion legisla¬ 
tion provides funding for 
nearly the entire govern¬ 
ment through the end of 
the budget year next Sept. 
30, and locks in cuts ne¬ 
gotiated in recent years 
between the White House 
and a tea party-heavy Re¬ 
publican rank and fileO 



Senate committee votes 
for war powers to fight IS 


DEB RIECHMANN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee on Thursday 
voted to authorize Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama’s war 
against the Islamic State 
group — the first vote in 
Congress to explicitly grant 
him war powers in the U.S. 
battle against the militant 
extremists. 

The vote was 10-8, with 
most Democrats in favor 
and Republicans opposed. 
The committee chairman, 
Sen. Robert Menendez said 
he would seek a full Senate 
vote on the measure be¬ 
fore the current Congress 
ends, but it's more likely 
that the authorization will 
be delayed until the next. 


Republican-led Congress, 
which starts Jan. 1. 

In the U.S. battle against 
IS, Obama has been rely¬ 
ing on congressional au¬ 
thorizations that former 
President George W. Bush 
used to justify military ac¬ 
tion after 9/11. Critics say 
the White House's use of 
post-9/11 congressional 
authorizations is a legal 
stretch, at best. Obama 
has insisted that he had 
the legal authority to send 
about 3,000 U.S. troops to 
train and assist Iraqi securi¬ 
ty forces, and launch 1,100 
airstrikes against targets in 
Iraq and Syria since Sep¬ 
tember. More recently, the 
president has said that he 
wants a new authorization 
for use of military force.□ 
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In Bridgegate Case, 


Prosecutors could use fraud statute to bring charges 



New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie speaks to reporters during the National Governors Association 
meeting in Nashville, Tenn. Under a rarely-used provision of a federal statute, prosecutors inves¬ 
tigating last year’s lane closures here may argue that Gov. Chris Christie’s associates committed 
fraud. 

(Joe Buglewicz/The New York Times) 


KATE ZERNIKE 
© 2014 New York Times 

Federal prosecutors inves¬ 
tigating the lane closings 
at the George Washington 
Bridge last year are consid¬ 
ering charges based on a 
rarely used provision of a 
fraud statute, under which 
they could argue that as¬ 
sociates of Gov. Chris Chris¬ 
tie of New Jersey used the 
bridge for a purpose other 
than its intended one. 

The statute can be used 
against members of any 
government agency that 
receives more than $10,000 


a year in federal money - 
which could include the 
state or the Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey, 
which operates the bridge 
- and it is typically used to 
elevate offenses commit¬ 
ted by local officials into 
federal crimes. 

People with knowledge of 
the case say prosecutors 
have not settled on a le¬ 
gal theory for any charges. 
But even identifying a pos¬ 
sible theory is significant; 
a big question since the 
U.S. attorney in New Jersey 
began investigating the 


bridge scandal in Janu¬ 
ary has been whether the 
lane closings violated any 
federal law. While one pos¬ 
sible scenario would be fo 
charge people involved 
wifh official misconduct 
fhaf is a stafe, not a fed¬ 
eral, crime. 

The statute. Section 666 of 
Title 18 of the U.S. code con¬ 
cerning theft or bribery in 
programs receiving federal 
funds, is commonly used in 
cases of fraud or embezzle¬ 
ment. But it would be novel 
- if not unprecedented in 
New Jersey - for prosecu¬ 
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tors to bring charges using 
the particular clause of the 
statute being examined in 
this case, against anyone 
who “intentionally misap¬ 
plies property” under the 
control of the agency. 

The investigation by the 
U.S. attorney for New Jer¬ 
sey, Paul J. Fishman, is one 
of three continuing inqui¬ 
ries into the lane closings 
and allegations of miscon¬ 
duct at the Port Authority 
that spun out of the bridge 
scandal. 

That scandal broke open in 
January when emails sub¬ 
poenaed by a New Jersey 
legislative committee re¬ 
vealed that a deputy chief 
of staff to Christie, Bridget 
Anne Kelly, sent an email 
to one of his associates at 
the Port Authority calling 


for “some traffic problems 
in Fort Lee.” 

The town was gridlocked 
for four days the previous 
September when the Port 
Authority abruptly shut 
down two access lanes to 
the bridge. 

Complaints from the town’s 
mayor, Mark Sokolich, to 
the governor’s office and 
the Port Authority went un¬ 
answered, and Sokolich 
later accused the Christie 
administration of punish¬ 
ing him because he had 
declined entreaties to en¬ 
dorse the governor for re- 
election. 

Fishman is said to be acute¬ 
ly aware that any indict¬ 
ments have the potential 
to undermine the gover¬ 
nor's aspirations to run for 
president. 
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In Newtown, mental health problems still emerging 


PAT EATON-ROBB 
Associated Press 
NEWTOWN, Connecticut 
(AP) — Anxiety, depres¬ 
sion, guilt, sleeplessness, 
marital strife, drug and al¬ 
cohol abuse — two years 
after the massacre at a 
Connecticut elementary 
school, the scope of the 
psychological damage 
to children, parents and 
others is becoming clear, 
and the need for treat¬ 
ment is likely to persist a 
long time. 

With the second anni¬ 
versary of the Newtown 
shooting rampage ap¬ 
proaching Sunday, agen¬ 
cies have been working 
to set up a support sys¬ 
tem for the next 12 to 15 
years, as the youngest 
survivors approach adult¬ 
hood. 

A young man with a 
semi-automatic rifle killed 
20 children and six edu¬ 
cators on Dec. 14, 2012, 
at Sandy Hook Elemen¬ 
tary School before com¬ 
mitting suicide. The gun¬ 
man, Adam Lanza, had 
killed his mother at home 
before heading to the 
school. 

Connecticut and a hand¬ 
ful of other states passed 
stricter gun control laws 
in the aftermath of the 
tragedy, but President 
Barack Obama failed to 
push federal legislation 
through Congress that 
sought universal back¬ 
ground checks for gun 
buyers and other mea¬ 
sures. 

Mental health officials 
in Newtown say the de¬ 
mand for treatment is 
high, with many people 
reporting substance 
abuse, relationship trou¬ 
bles, disorganization, de¬ 
pression, overthinking or 
inability to sleep, all relat¬ 
ed to the attack. 

Some of the problems 
are just now coming to 
the surface. 


“We've found the issues 
are more complex in the 
second year,” said Jo¬ 
seph Erardi, Newtown’s 
school superintendent. 
“A lot of people were 
running on adrenaline 
the first year." 

Beth Hegarty happened 
to be inside the school 


the day of the shooting 
with her three daughters, 
all of whom survived. 

The Hegarty children 
have had trouble sleep¬ 
ing and difficulty with 
loud noises and crowds. 
Whenever they leave the 
house, they look for plac¬ 
es they can hide in case 
something bad happens. 
In February, a school 
counselor suggested the 
family seek help because 


one of fhe daughters 
wasn't paying attention 
in class; she was staring 
at the doorway. 

Hegarty and her girls are 
among the many in this 
close-knit town of 27,000 
who have taken advan¬ 
tage of counseling and 
other programs made 


available through millions 
in grants and donations. 
The family has been re¬ 
ceiving support from 

Newtown's Resiliency 
Center, an organization 
formed after the shoot¬ 
ing that has seen rising 
demand for its offerings, 
which include art, music 
and play therapy. Hegar¬ 
ty said the programs have 
helped her become 

more “even-keeled.” 


“I was super reactive to 
everything. I would fly off 
the handle on a whim. I 
was emotional. I couldn’t 
handle crowds or loud 
noises,” said Hegarty, 
who took cover under a 
desk during the shooting 
while the principal and 
psychologist she had 
been meeting with died. 
“For my girls, there is less 
running down the hall¬ 
way in the middle of the 
night and climbing into 
my bed. They want to go 
more places instead of 
staying at home all the 
time.” 

Newtown has received 
about $15 million in grants 
from the U.S. Education 
Department and the U.S. 
Justice Department to 
support its recovery. 

The Newtown-Sandy 
Hook Community Foun¬ 
dation, which oversees 
the biggest pot of private 
donations made to New¬ 
town, has about $4 mil¬ 
lion left after paying out 
more than $7 million to 
the families of fhe 26 vic¬ 
tims and other children 
who were in the same 
classrooms but survived. 
Newtown Youth and 
Family Services, the main 
mental health agency, 
has quadrupled its coun¬ 
seling staff, adding 29 po¬ 
sitions in the months fol¬ 
lowing the shootings, Ex¬ 
ecutive Director Candice 
Bohr said. She said the 
federal grant money that 
recently came through 
will help cover its costs. 
Jennifer Barahona, di¬ 
rector of the foundation 
overseeing the private 
dollars, said the group 
has been spending 
about $60,000 a month 
on one-on-one counsel¬ 
ing for people who have 
no insurance or whose 
insurers won't cover such 
treatment. She said more 
people are reaching out 
for help every dayO 


Pew poll: 

More Americans 
support gun rights 
over gun controls 

TIMOTHY WILLIAMS 
© 2014 New York Times 

Two years after the mass 
school shooting in New¬ 
town, Connecticut, a ma¬ 
jority of Americans say it is 
more important to protect 
the right to own guns than 
for the government to limit 
access to firearms, a Pew 
Research Center survey re¬ 
leased this week found. 

The center said in a state¬ 
ment that it was the first 
time in two decades of its 
surveys on attitudes about 
firearms that a majority of 
Americans have expressed 
more support for gun own¬ 
ership rights than for gun 
control. 

Fifty-two percent of re¬ 
spondents said it was more 
important to protect gun 
ownership rights, while 46 
percent said the priority 
should be controlled ac¬ 
cess to firearms. 

In a 2000 Pew survey, 29 
percent chose gun rights 
over gun control, and in a 
2013 survey conducted a 
month after the Newtown 
shooting, 45 percent fa¬ 
vored gun rights. 

"To some extent, this is the 
continuation of a trend,” 
said Jocelyn Kiley, associ¬ 
ate director for research at 
the Pew Research Center. 
"It may be that Newtown 
stunted that trend to some 
extent.” On Dec. 14, 2012, 
Adam Lanza, 20, fatally shot 
20 children and six adults 
at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown before 
killing himself in one of the 
deadliest mass shootings in 
U.S. history. 

The Pew poll on firearms, 
conducted in early Decem¬ 
ber, also found that blacks 
have become increasingly 
likely to believe that firearm 
ownership does more to 
protect people than it does 
to threaten an individual’s 
safety, even as they con¬ 
tinue to support gun control 
measuresO 



In this photo provided by the Resiliency Center of Newtown, 
a chalk board painted column is displayed at the center 
in Newtown, Conn. Founded after the 2012 Sandy Hook 
Elementary shootings, the center offers the community mental 
and emotional health programs that include art, music and 
play therapy. (AP Photo/Resiliency Center of Newtown) 
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US Financial Front: 


Holiday shopping boosts American retail sales 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

retail sales perked up in 
November, as cheaper 
gas and an improving job 
market fueled a promising 
start to the holiday shop¬ 
ping season. 

Retail sales rose a season- 
ally-adjusted 0.7 percent, 
the most in eight months, 
the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said Thursday. Falling 
gasoline prices dented gas 
stations receipts by 0.8 per¬ 
cent, but that appears to 
have freed up money that 
consumers took elsewhere. 
Excluding gas stations, 
sales climbed a healthy 
0.9 percent. Spending on 
motor vehicles accelerat¬ 
ed 1.7 percent, while pur¬ 
chases at clothiers, online 
retailers, electronics stores 
and department stores all 
expanded. Non-store re¬ 
tailers, which include online 
and mail-order outlets, rose 
1 percent. 

The figures indicate that 
consumers have pumped 
up their holiday shopping, 
despite initial signs within 
the retail industry that Black 
Friday was weak this year. 
To extract more dollars, 
stores are plying shoppers 
with big discounts and oth¬ 
er enticements — a trend 
that will likely continue into 
the season’s finale. 

Over the past 12 months, re¬ 
tail sales are up 5.1 percent. 
“In the months ahead, we 
expect consumers keep 
spending the extra income 
gained from fhe strong job 
market and the collapse in 
energy prices,” said Laura 
Rosner, an analyst at the 
bank BNP Paribas. Average 
national gas prices have 
slid to $2.64 a gallon, down 
nearly 30 cent, or 9.8 per¬ 
cent, over the past month, 
according to the AAA's 
Daily Fuel Gauge. 

Many analysts believe that 
holiday spending could rise 
by at least 4 percent this 
year because of recent 
job growth as well. A hir¬ 
ing spree since February 
has bolstered the number 
of people with steady pay- 
checks by nearly 2.65 mil¬ 
lion, and consumer confi¬ 
dence has also brightened. 


Employers added 321,000 
jobs in November, and the 
unemployment rate held 
steady at 5.8 percent, the 
Labor Department report¬ 
ed last week. 

Still, some preliminary indi¬ 
cators suggested that the 
Thanksgiving and Black Fri¬ 
day weekend was disap¬ 
pointing for retailers. 

An estimated 133.7 million 
people shopped in stores 
and online, down 5.2 per¬ 
cent from a year ago, ac¬ 
cording to a survey of 4,631 
people conducted by Pros¬ 
per Insights & Analytics for 
the National Retail Federa¬ 
tion. Total spending for the 
weekend was projected to 
fall 11 percent to $50.9 bil¬ 
lion from a year ago. 

That hints at the absence 
of meaningful wage gains 
for many workers, despite 
recent job growth. Aver¬ 
age hourly wages have 
risen just 2.1 percent over 
the past 12 months, slightly 
ahead of inflation. 

But consumer behavior is 
also shifting. Stores pushed 
Black Friday deals days or 
weeks earlier than Thanks¬ 
giving weekend. That has 
created fatigue over the 
Thanksgiving weekend 
sales bonanza. The NRF has 
said that its survey offers a 
snapshot in time and is not 
tied to its economic fore¬ 
cast. Rather, it shows how 
shoppers remain cautious 
and will look for discounts 
and deals. 

Also, there are signs of peo¬ 
ple forgoing smaller expen¬ 
ditures to replace bigger 
ticket items such as auto¬ 
mobiles. 

Motor vehicles sold in No¬ 
vember at an annualized 
clip of 17.2 million, a 4.6 
percent increase from the 
prior year, according to 
Autodata Corp. 

Subaru and Chrysler led 
the major automakers with 
sales increases around 20 
percent on strong demand 
for their small SUVs. 

Retailers still need to lure 
the procrastinators who 
haven’t yet completed 
their holiday buying. Wal- 
Mart Stores Inc., the world's 
largest retailer, launched 
one-day free shipping that 
will last until Friday. Q 



A woman shops at the Century 21 Department Store in Philadelphia. The Commerce Department 
released retail sales data for October on Thursday, Dec. 11, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Matt Rourke) 
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UK and Irish premiers take charge of Belfast talks 


S. POGATCHNIK 
Associated Press 
DUBLIN (AP) — The British 
and Irish prime ministers 
took control Thursday of 
multi-party talks on North¬ 
ern Ireland's future with sur¬ 
vival of the region’s Catho- 
lic-Protestant government 
at stake. 

The arrival of David Camer¬ 
on and Enda Kenny in Bel¬ 
fast harkened back to the 
highest-pressure moments 
in Northern Ireland’s two- 
decade peace process, 
when leaders from Lon¬ 


don and Dublin frequently 
worked together to coax 
polarized local parties to¬ 
ward compromise. 
Speaking outside the ne¬ 
gotiating venue, Cameron 
said he and Kenny would 
press local leaders to con¬ 
cede ground to their rivals 
once again so that North¬ 
ern Ireland’s five-party ad¬ 
ministration, led by the Irish 
Catholics of Sinn Fein and 
British Protestants of the 
Democratic Unionist Party, 
could be repaired. Local 
leaders, in turn, made their 


own mostly financial de¬ 
mands. 

Cameron said talks expect¬ 
ed to run through Saturday 
represented “the crucial 
phase" of a 9-week-old 
diplomatic push, with all 
sides agreed that a deal or 
defeat must be declared 
by Dec. 24. Failure could 
mean the 2015 collapse 
of the local administration 
and a restoration of direct 
London rule, the system 
that prevailed from 1972 
through most of the early 
2000s. 


The Democratic Union- 
ist-Sinn Fein alliance was 
forged in 2007 after the 
outlawed Irish Republican 
Army renounced violence 
and disarmed, 
and the IRA-linked Sinn Fein 
voted to accept Northern 
Ireland’s police. 

Such power-sharing be¬ 
tween former enemies was 
the central goal of the U.S.- 
brokered 1998 Good Friday 
peace accord. 

Sinn Fein and the Demo¬ 
cratic Unionists have re¬ 
mained united when chal¬ 


lenged by attacks from IRA 
die-hards who reject the 
cease-fire. 

But over the past year, their 
unlikely partnership has de¬ 
generated into open con¬ 
tempt on an ever-growing 
list of often symbolic dis¬ 
putes. 

Unresolved issues include 
promotion of the Gaelic 
language, the parading 
rights of hard-line Protestant 
groups and how best to in¬ 
vestigate unsolved slayings 
from a 45-year conflict that 
has left 3,700 dead.Q 


Hong Kong: 


Police remove protesters as dismantling of camp proceeds 


KEITH BRADSHER 
CHRIS BUCKLEY 
© 2014 New York Times 
HONG KONG - Dozens of 
prominent members of 
Hong Kong's pro-democra¬ 
cy movement gave them¬ 
selves up for arrest in a 
show of defiance Thursday 
after police swept through 
a protest camp, tearing 
down tents, posters and 
speakers’ platforms that 
had given voice to anger 
over the government's re¬ 
strictive election plans. 

For 11 weeks, the street 
camp in the Admiralty dis¬ 
trict near the city govern¬ 
ment offices was an im¬ 
passioned forum for public 
disconfenf, drawing in tens 
of thousands of people at 
its peak. 

But after the police re¬ 
ceived orders to clear the 
site, the end came swiftly. 
On Thursday morning, of¬ 
ficers cleared a patch of 
the camp, and in the after¬ 
noon they massed, encircl- 



Police officers take away a protester at the occupied area outside government headquarters in 
Hong Kong Thursday, Dec. 11,2014. Hong Kong police on Thursday took away demonstrators who 
refused to leave the main pro-democracy protest camp and tore down their tents in a final push 
to retake streets occupied by activists for two and a half months. 

(AP Photo/Kin Cheung) 

ing the rest of the site and stayed, risking arrest at- warnings to depart. The 
warning people to leave. ter officers surrounded the holdouts included a roll 
Hundreds of protesters area and issued repeated call of Hong Kong's pro¬ 


democracy movement: 
lawyers, legislators, student 
leaders and Jimmy Lai, the 
media mogul who has reg¬ 
ularly challenged the Chi¬ 
nese government. 

Lee Cheuk-yan, a long¬ 
time labor leader and 
pro-democracy lawmaker 
who was among the group 
waiting to be detained, 
said, “Our determination is 
the message we want to 
give out.” 

As she was escorted by 
two police officers to a 
nearby police bus, Clau¬ 
dia Mo, a pro-democratic 
member of the city legisla¬ 
ture, shouted, “We will be 
back." Martin Lee, a promi¬ 
nent lawyer and veteran 
pro-democratic politician, 
followed her. 

At a news conference 
Thursday evening, police 
said they had arrested 209 
people at a sit-in at the 
protest site, and four more 
away from the encamp¬ 
ment. □ 


French-Mali sweep kills Islamic 


PARIS (AP) — A militant Is¬ 
lamic commander who 
was the subject of a multi- 
million-dollar bounty issued 
by the United States has 
been killed in a French and 
Malian military operation in 
northeastern Mali, French 
defense officials said Thurs¬ 
day. 

Ahmed el Tilemsi, a leader 
of the Mourabitoune mili¬ 
tant group, was killed in 
an overnight operation 
Wednesday near the town 


of Gao, the officials said. 
The French Defense Minis¬ 
try’s Web site says about 10 
militants in total were “neu¬ 
tralized" during the sweep 
— meaning they were killed 
or taken prisoner. 

It said the operation dealt 
“a heavy blow" to Mour¬ 
abitoune and other terror¬ 
ists in Africa’s Sahel-Sahara 
region. 

Col. Gilles Jaron, a military 
spokesman, said French 
forces who were working 


on intelligence information 
came into contact with an 
armed group outside Gao 
and a firefight quickly en¬ 
sued. 

No French troops were in¬ 
jured, he said, declining 
to specify the number of 
French forces or type of 
military assets involved. 
France has about 1,200 
troops operating in Gao 
and other parts of vasf 
northeastern Mali as part of 
a five-nation counterterror¬ 


radical commander 


ism operation codenamed 
Barkhane, Jaron said. Since 
August alone, more than 50 
militants have been neu¬ 
tralized and several tons 
of weapons have been 
seized by French and Ma¬ 
lian forces. 

El Tilemsi was a founding 
member of the militant 
Movement for Unity and 
Jihad in West Africa that 
fused with forces loyal to 
terror leader Moktar Bel- 
moktar to form Mourabi¬ 


toune. Belmoktar is seen by 
many as the most danger¬ 
ous man in the Sahara: His 
loyalists led a brazen and 
deadly attack on a natural 
gas facility at Ain Amenas, 
Algeria, last year. 

Jaron said El Tilemsi was 
considered the group's 
leader in the Sahel. Two 
years ago, the U.S. State 
Department offered a re¬ 
ward of up to $5 million for 
information leading to his 
location. □ 
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Putin and Modi reaffirm bond between Russia and India 


ELLEN BARRY 
© 2014 New York Times 

NEW DELHI - As expected, 
the longtime allies Rus¬ 
sia and India signed a raft 
of agreements here at 
their leaders' annual sum¬ 
mit meeting Thursday, ex¬ 
panding their usual set of 
projects to an ambitious 
agenda that includes joint 
manufacture of military he¬ 
licopters and production of 
nuclear reactors. 

But the most intriguing 
event of the day oc¬ 
curred across town in a 
private dining room at a 
luxury hotel, where Sergei 
Aksyonov, the prime minis¬ 
ter of Crimea, the Ukrainian 
territory annexed this year 
by Russia, signed a memo¬ 
randum of understanding 
with a group of Indian busi¬ 
nessmen who have named 
themselves the “Indo- 
Crimean Partnership.” 
Aksyonov, 42, organized a 
paramilitary force on the 
Crimean Peninsula early 
this year as pro-Western 
protests rose in Kiev, the 
Ukrainian capital, and he 
was one of the first people 
to be singled out by the 
United States for sanctions. 
He traveled to India on 
a plane that carried Rus¬ 
sian officials attending the 
summit meeting, and was 
flanked by senior Russian 
diplomats, whom he cred¬ 
ited with arranging the 
event. Interfax, the Russian 
news agency, said it was 
Aksyonov’s “first interna¬ 
tional visit.” 

But both Indian and Rus¬ 
sian officials said Aksyonov 
had not come as part of 
the official Russian delega¬ 
tion, and a spokesman for 
India’s foreign minister said 
he had not been consulted 
about the planned event. 
Russia’s embassy in New 
Delhi had invited reporters 
to the event with Aksyonov, 
then announced hours lat¬ 


er that the press event had 
been canceled. 

As for Aksyonov, he said 
he had come to India so 
he could follow up on an 
overture from Gul Kripalani, 
a Mumbai seafood mer¬ 
chant. “Business is looking 
for the best place - a place 
that is calm, where you can 
protect your capital, where 
it is possible to increase 
your economic indicators," 
Aksyonov said. “So Crimea 
is a priority place.” 

For President Vladimir Pu¬ 
tin of Russia, the brief visit 
to India served a crucial 
function this year, reassur¬ 
ing his domestic audience 
that Russia has not been 
too damaged by its grow¬ 
ing isolation from the West. 
The Indian prime minister, 
Narendra Modi, is enjoying 
a period of global celebrity 
after sweeping the general 
election six months ago. He 
has also attracted rapt at¬ 
tention from Washington 
- President Barack Obama 
has agreed to visit on In¬ 
dia’s Republic Day in Janu¬ 
ary, a date that required 
him to reschedule his State 
of the Union address. India 
has rarely surveyed such a 
range of potential partners. 
In comments Thursday, 
Modi lingered on the sub¬ 
ject of historic loyalty, which 
has bound India and Russia 
even as their joint agenda 
stagnated. Decades af¬ 
ter the Bangladesh war 
in 1971, many officials still 
bring up the Soviet Union’s 
support when America was 
allied with Pakistan. 

“The steadfast support of 
the people of Russia for In¬ 
dia has been there even 
at difficult moments in our 
history, it has been a pillar 
of strength,” Modi said. “In¬ 
dia, too, has always stood 
with Russia through its own 
challenges.” 

Modi publicly reassured 
Putin that “even if India's 



Indian Bollywood actor Sonam Kapoor, right, helps Prime Minis¬ 
ter Narendra Modi, center, and Russian President Vladimir Putin 
light a lamp at the World Diamond Conference in New Delhi, In¬ 
dia, Thursday, Dec. 11, 2014. Putin was holding talks with Indian 
leaders Thursday to strengthen trade and energy cooperation 
with Asia’s third-largest economy as Western sanctions threaten 
to push his country's economy to the brink of a recession. 

(AP Photo/ Saurabh Das) 

options have increased,” suring a predictable flow of 
Russia would remain India's income as Russia weathers 
top defense supplier, en- falling oil prices and a weak 


economy. In response, Pu¬ 
tin pledged to supply India 
with 20 nuclear reactors, 
and Russia’s state oil com¬ 
pany agreed to supply Es- 
sar, a private company, 
with a 10-year, fixed-price 
contract for oil that one of¬ 
ficial said was worth $5 bil¬ 
lion. 

The agreements suggest 
that the relations between 
the two countries are more 
robust than many think, 
said Nandan Unnikrishnan, 
a senior fellow at the Ob¬ 
server Research Founda¬ 
tion in New Delhi. 

“Given Russia’s isolation 
by the West and the slump 
in the economy, people 
thought it would fail to in¬ 
fuse any energy into the In- 
do-Russian deal,” he said. 
“But that is not what has 
happened.” 
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Israel blamed for death of Palestinian minister 



Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, center, attends the funeral procession of the late Palestin¬ 
ian cabinet member Ziad Abu Ain at the Palestinian Authority headquarters in the West Bank city 
of Ramallah, Thursday, Dec. 11, 2014. Israeli and Palestinian pathologists disagreed Thursday on 
whether a blow to the body or a bad heart was the main cause of death of the Palestinian Cabinet 
minister who collapsed shortly after scuffling with Israeli troops during a West Bank protest. 

(AP Photo/Nasser Nasser) 


KARIN LAUB 
Associated Press 
RAMALLAH, West Bank (AP) 

— The Palestinian govern¬ 
ment blamed Israel on 
Thursday for the sudden 
death of a Cabinet minis¬ 
ter, citing preliminary au¬ 
topsy results — disputed by 
Israeli pathologists — that 
he died from a blow during 
a confrontation with Israeli 
troops. 

The contradictory interpre¬ 
tations of a joint autopsy 
on the minister, Ziad Abu 
Ain, threatened to further 
inflame tensions between 
Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority, amid demands 
from an angry Palestinian 
public to halt security co¬ 
operation with Israeli forces 
in the West Bank. 
Pathologists disagreed on 
the main cause of death, 
with Palestinian doctors 
saying the 55-year-old 
Cabinet minister died from 
a blow fo fhe body and Is¬ 
raeli doctors saying he had 
a heart attack. 

“The results of the autopsy 
show that the ones who 
killed the martyr Ziad Abu 
Ain are the Israeli occu¬ 
pying forces,” Palestin¬ 


ian Health Minister Jawad 
Awad said.Despite the 
findings, Palestinian Presi¬ 
dent Mahmoud Abbas ap¬ 
peared in no rush to com¬ 
ply with demands to halt 
security coordination with 
Israeli forces. The policy is 
highly unpopular, particu¬ 
larly at times of heightened 
tensions. However, the alli¬ 
ance of Israeli and Palestin¬ 


ian security forces against 
a shared foe, the Islamic 
militant Hamas, has helped 
insure Abbas’ continued 
rule in the autonomous ar¬ 
eas of the West Bank. 
Abbas has also been leery 
of turning a strained rela¬ 
tionship with Israel into a 
confrontational one, de¬ 
spite repeated warnings 


that he would seek inter¬ 
national sanctions against 
Israel in the absence of 
meaningful talks on Pales¬ 
tinian statehood. 

Abu Ain died Wednesday 
following a confronta¬ 
tion between Palestinian 
protesters and Israeli sol¬ 
diers that included push¬ 
ing and shoving. At one 


point, a member of Israel's 
paramilitary border police 
grabbed Abu Ain by the 
throat and pushed him. 
Troops also fired tear gas 
during the clashes. 

Several minutes after the 
scuffle, Abu Ain collapsed, 
clutching his heart. He re¬ 
ceived first aid and was 
evacuated, but died en 
route to a hospital. An au¬ 
topsy was conducted later 
Wednesday by Palestin¬ 
ian, Jordanian and Israeli 
pathologists. Citing prelimi¬ 
nary findings, Palestinian 
pathologist Dr. Saber Aloul, 
said Thursday that “the 
cause of death was a blow, 
and not natural causes." 
He said some of Abu Ain's 
front teeth broke off and 
dropped to the back of his 
mouth as a result of trauma 
to his face. He also noted 
bruises on both sides of 
the neck, the back of the 
tongue and the windpipe, 
which he said appeared to 
be caused by force. 

The Palestinian pathologist 
also cited bleeding in the 
coronary artery and said 
it was a result of “anguish 
and stress. 
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Yemen's al-Qaida: 

Obama to blame for hostage deaths 


AHMED AL-HAJJ 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — A 

top al-Qaida leader in Ye¬ 
men on Thursday blamed 
President Barack Obama 
for the deaths last week of 
an American and a South 
African hostage in a failed 
U.S. rescue operation. 

The video message by Nasr 
bin Ali al-Ansi, posted on 
one of the militant group's 
Twitter accounts, was the 
first comment by al-Qai- 
da’s Yemeni branch on the 
killings of Luke Somers and 
Pierre Korkie. The two were 
killed when U.S. special 
forces attacked an al-Qa- 
ida safe house attempting 
to rescue American pho¬ 
tojournalist Somers. Offi¬ 
cials said U.S. forces did not 
know that he and Korkie, 
a South African school¬ 
teacher, were being held 
together. 

About 40 U.S. special op¬ 
erations forces, backed 


by Yemeni ground forces, 
were involved in the half- 
hour rescue attempt in 
Shabwa province, which 
followed U.S. drone strikes 
in the area east of the 
capital of Sanaa, U.S. of¬ 
ficials said. After a firefight 
with militants, the rescuers 
eventually reached the 
men and found them alive 
but gravely wounded. They 
both died shortly after as 
medics tried to save them. 
Al-Ansi said he warned the 
U.S. against such attempts 
after an earlier, first rescue 
attempt in November also 
failed. He accused Obama 
of recklessness, and said 
the raid “caused things to 
go in a completely differ¬ 
ent way than we wanted.” 
Obama said he ordered 
the raid because the 
33-year-old Somers was be¬ 
lieved to be in “imminent 
danger.” The president 
condemned Somers’ killing 
as a “barbaric murder.” 


Al-Ansi described the res¬ 
cue operation as an “exe¬ 
cution order" and claimed 
that poorly equipped mili¬ 
tants fended off heavily 
armed U.S. forces for nearly 
three hours. 

Initial al-Qaida demands 
were never clear. Al-Ansi 
on Thursday claimed that 
al-Qaida wanted to nego¬ 
tiate the release of detain¬ 
ees held at Guantanamo 
Bay. He also mentioned 
Sheik Omar Abdel-Rah- 
man, known as the “Blind 
Sheik”, who is serving a 
life sentence in the United 
States on a terrorism con¬ 
viction. “They could have 
at least negotiated with 
us about some clauses or 
shown sincerity," he add¬ 
ed. Al-Ansi also warned 
that al-Qaida would con¬ 
tinue to “put the lives of all 
Americans in danger inside 
and outside of America ... 
in the air, on the ground 
and in the sea.”Q 



















WORLD NEWSI™ 


FRIDAY 12 DECEMBER 2014 





ADULTS US$45 ONLY FRIDAY CHILDREN (4-12) US$25. 

Salsa music, Cuban snacks, Open bar with MojiEos, learn how to dance salsa ft entertain men! on 
board. Tima §:M lilt 7:30pm 

Snacks: Banana Chips with shredded ghlcken p pork & chicken cradlings with mejjitodlp, 

Vl*it u$ aE C-t$a del H|f, Plfryi Urtdfl, Holiday Inn ^rtCi4rgpJkfaby desk/ tKsach hutl HIU Hut ^(woerrAnhlla ft 
P-tliiw iMstol Qn ihg beach, or al our gim Pelican Pigr Ig-tatod bthrfrtn t)b* HdhUy Inn ft Linda Resold. 

For retArvatiOnt cull 9*87-2302 (Man^Sun) Or book onIPno «1i www^peliOli n-flru bn iCom 


Christmas Truce of 1914: 


A Century Later, Mythic Thud of Ball Still Heard 


RAF CASERT 
AP Sports Writer 
PLOEGSTEERT, Belgium (AP) 

— On the side of a wind¬ 
swept field covered with 
scorpion weed, a simple 
wooden cross marks a 
unique event in football 
history. 

At its base, amid wreaths of 
poppies, lie a smattering of 
balls and various club pen¬ 
nants, all in remembrance 
of the Christmas Truce of 
1914. 

A century ago on Christ¬ 
mas Day, German and Brit¬ 
ish enemies left their World 
War I trenches and head¬ 
ed into no man’s land in 
a few scattered locations 
on the Western Front for an 
unofficial truce among sol¬ 
diers. 

Some eyewitness accounts 
say they were highlighted 
by something as remark¬ 
able as a few football kick- 
abouts. 

“Suddenly a Tommy came 
with a football,” wrote Lt. 
Johannes Niemann of Ger¬ 
many, referring to a British 
soldier. “Teams were quick¬ 
ly established for a match 
on the frozen mud, and the 
Fritzes beat the Tommies 
3-2." 

If not fully-fledged match¬ 
es, other soldier's diaries 
and various reports also 
spoke of balls being kicked 
about in friendship. 

“A huge crowd was be¬ 
tween the trenches. Some¬ 
one produced a little rub¬ 
ber ball so of course a 
football match started,” Lt. 
Charles Brockbank of Brit¬ 
ain's Cheshire Regiment 
wrote in his diary, which 
is part of “The Greater 
Game” exhibit at the Na¬ 
tional Football Museum in 
Manchester. 

The proponents of the 
sport have cherished that 
day as historic proof that 
there is little that can bet¬ 
ter bridge man’s differenc¬ 
es than football. 

This Christmas, the British 
supermarket chain Sains- 
bury’s has taken the idea 
and turned it into a block¬ 
buster ad, showing oppos¬ 


ing soldiers living the truce 
amid a football match at 
the center of fhe hearf-fug- 
ging, some say sanitized, 
view of that Great War day. 
Michel Platini, the president 
of Europe soccer's govern¬ 
ing body, underscored that 
unique mood of brother¬ 
hood at the unveiling of 
the Christmas monument 
on Thursday on the former 
battlegrounds known as 
Flanders Fields in western 


Belgium, scene of some of 
the most horrendous killing. 
The monument is a steel 
ball sitting on the remains 
of a World War I shell. 

“(In Ploegsteert) and prob¬ 
ably elsewhere on the im¬ 
mense frontline from the 
North Sea to Switzerland, 
they get a football out, or a 
ball of clofh, and fhey start¬ 
ed kicking it,” Platini said. 
For those involved in 1914, 
it was most of all a yearn¬ 
ing for a sense of normal¬ 
cy, however momentarily, 


that pushed them over the 
edge of their trenches, un¬ 
armed. 

The war had started on 
Aug. 4 when the German 
invasion of Belgium kicked 
off a series of events which 
quickly pitted the German 
and Austro-Hungarian em¬ 
pires against Britain, France, 
Russia and several allies. 
Germany swept into most 
of Belgium and northern 
France and even threat¬ 


ened Paris before the front¬ 
line was settled. Armies 
entrenched themselves for 
most of the next four years. 
At the time, though, the 
prevailing expectation on 
both sides had been to be 
home for Christmas. 

When that didn’t happen, 
an early sense of eupho¬ 
ria quickly made way for 
unrelenting gloom. It set 
the stage for fhe Christmas 
truce and those magic 
kick-a bouts. 

Germany alone had lost 


300,000 soldiers by Christ¬ 
mas. 

“Who would have expect¬ 
ed that after all this killing, 
that Christmas, soldiers 
would climb out of their 
trenches," German ambas¬ 
sador Eckart Cuntz said. 
Football players themselves 
had been involved in the 
fighting from the early days. 
Of the 5,000 professional 
players at the time, about 
2,000 joined the armed 


forces. Sometimes whole 
lineups signed up at the 
same time to create what 
became known as the 
Footballers’ Battalions. 
London club Clapton Ori¬ 
ent, now known as Leyton 
Orient, alone had about 40 
players and staff joining the 
war effort, all following the 
steps of their team captain. 
Scotland's top team at 
the time, Edinburgh club 
Hearts, had its whole 
team join the British army 
one month ahead of that 


Christmas, a move which 
inspired others to join, said 
Peter Francis of the Com¬ 
monwealth War Graves 
Commission. Seven mem¬ 
bers of that team were 
killed in the war. 

One of fhe first footballers 
killed in the war was Larrett 
Roebuck, a Huddersfield 
defender. 

After playing for his team 
in a 1-0 victory at Leicester 
Fosse early in the 1914-15 


season, he left for the West¬ 
ern Front and was killed in 
action on the eve of the 
first Battle for Ypres, a few 
kilometers from that patch 
of land in Ploegsteert. 

“The story is that he set off 
running across the field with 
the machine guns going,” 
said Roebuck’s grandson, 
Frank Wood. 

“His friend saw him go 
down but he couldn't 
stop to help him. With the 
fight like that, you couldn’t 
stop.” 



UEFA President Michel Platini, right, and the Mayor of Ploegsteert Gilbert Deleu, left, listen to speeches after unveiling a World War I 
Christmas Truce monument in Ploegsteert, Belgium on Thursday, Dec. 11, 2014. The monument was constructed to commemorate 
soldiers who took part in a spontaneous truce on some sites of the front line during the First World War. 

(AP Photo/Virginia Mayo) 
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In Cuba; 

US co-opted hip-hop scene to spark change 


Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — A U.S. 
agency’s secret infiltration 
of Cuba’s underground 
hip-hop groups scene to 
spark a youth movement 
against the government 
was “reckless” and “stu¬ 
pid,” Sen. Patrick Leahy 
said Thursday after The As¬ 
sociated Press revealed 
the operation. 

On at least six occasions, 
Cuban authorities de¬ 
tained or interrogated 
people involved in the 
program; they also con¬ 
fiscated computer hard¬ 
ware that in some cases 
contained information that 
jeopardized Cubans who 
likely had no idea they 
were caught up in a clan¬ 
destine U.S. operation. Still, 
contractors working for the 
U.S. Agency for Interna¬ 
tional Development kept 
putting themselves and 
their targets at risk, the AP 
investigation found. 
Hip-hop artists who USAID 
contractors tried to pro¬ 
mote either left the coun¬ 
try or stopped performing 
after pressure from the Cu¬ 
ban government, and one 
of the island’s most popu¬ 
lar independent music fes¬ 
tivals was taken over after 
officials linked it to USAID. 
“The conduct described 
suggests an alarming lack 
of concern for the safety of 
the Cubans involved, and 
anyone who knows Cuba 
could predict it would fail,” 
said Leahy, a Vermont 
Democrat who is chairman 
of the State Department 
and Foreign Operations 
Appropriations Subcom¬ 
mittee. “USAID never in¬ 
formed Congress about 
this and should never have 
been associated with any¬ 
thing so incompetent and 
reckless. It’s just plain stu¬ 
pid.” 

US. Sen. Jeff Flake also 
criticized USAID Thursday. 
“These actions have gone 
from boneheaded to a 
downright irresponsible use 
of U.S. taxpayer money,” 
the Arizona Republican 
said. 

The Cuban government is¬ 
sued no official response to 
the report, but the AP story 
led state-run television's af¬ 
ternoon news broadcast 


and was featured promi¬ 
nently on the websites of 
government news outlets. 
The same contractors. Cre¬ 
ative Associates, created 
a “Cuban Twitter" social 
network and dispatched 


inexperienced Latin Ameri¬ 
can youth to recruit activ¬ 
ists, operations that were 
the focus of previous AP 
stories. 

“Any assertions that our 
work is secret or covert are 
simply false," USAID said. 
Creative Associates de¬ 
clined to comment. 

At first, the hip-hop opera¬ 
tion was run in Cuba by 
Serbian contractor Rajko 
Bozic, who headed pub¬ 
lic relations for the EXIT 
Festival, an annual music 
event that grew out of an 
anti-government student 
movement. 

Bozic declined to talk 
about the Cuba program. 
The Serb homed in swiftly 
on Los Aldeanos, a hip- 
hop group frustrated by 
official pressure and widely 
respected by Cuban youth 
for its hard-hitting lyrics. 
Creative used a Panama 
front company and a bank 
in Lichtenstein to hide the 
money trail from Cuba, 
where thousands of dollars 
went to fund a TV program 
starring Los Aldeanos. It 
would be distributed on 
DVDs to circumvent Cu¬ 
ba's censors. 


Then the Colombian rock 
star Juanes announced a 
September 2009 concert 
in the heart of Havana. 
Creative managers held 
a two-day strategy ses¬ 
sion on how to persuade 


Juanes to let Los Aldeanos 
perform with him. 

It didn’t happen, but 
Juanes publicly thanked 
the rappers after the 
concert and was photo¬ 
graphed with them. 

In a statement Wednes¬ 
day, a Juanes spokesman 
said that the concert had 
no political agenda and 
that Juanes was unaware 
of fhe USAID activities. 

A week after the concert, 
Los Aldeanos’ charismatic 
front man, Aldo Rodriguez, 
was detained for illegal 
possession of a computer. 
Xavier Utset, who ran the 
program for Creative, saw 
the arrest as a “perfect 
test” of whether raising Al- 
do’s profile would keep the 
rapper out of jail. 

In the end, a relative of Al- 
do’s turned to Silvio Rodri¬ 
guez, himself a legendary 
singer. Rodriguez, in an AP 
interview in Havana, said 
he called a friend in Cu¬ 
ba’s Culture Ministry and 
asked for the computer to 
be returned. 

“When you find ouf you 
could be surrounded by a 
conspiracy, it’s shocking,” 
Rodriguez said. 


At one point, the contrac¬ 
tors approached a gov¬ 
ernment sex education in¬ 
stitute run by President Raul 
Castro’s daughter, Mari- 
ela, to be part of the EXIT 
Festival in Serbia, even as 


its organizers were running 
the anti-Castro hip-hop 
operation. 

Mariela Castro told the AP 
that her institute sent two 
representatives to the festi¬ 
val but didn’t build deeper 
ties. 

Contractors paid $15,000 
to underwrite an arts and 
music festival put on by 
the family of Pablo Mila- 
nes, the famed singer of 
“nueva trova” music and 
a man wifh close govern¬ 
ment ties. Their secret aim 
was to seed “the minds of 
festival organizers with new 
ideas” and persuade them 
to send “high-impact mes¬ 
sages” to the audience, 
read one report. 

Milanes' daughter, Suylen 
Milanes, said government 
officials showed up the 
day before the festival 
and warned her that she 
was associating with un¬ 
savory characters. They 
even showed her copies of 
Bozic’s emails, which they 
called suspicious, she re¬ 
called. Her father declined 
to comment. 

Clearly, Cuban officials 
had figured out what was 
going on.* 



Cuban musician Silvio Rodriguez talks during an interview with The Associated Press in Havana, 
Cuba. Documents obtained by The Associated Press show that a U.S. agency infiltrated Cuba's 
hip-hop scene, recruiting unwitting rappers to spark a youth movement against the government. 

(AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa) 



Briefs in the 
CARIBBEAN 

Turks & Caicos 
appoints new 
chief of police 

PROVIDENCIALES, Turks 
& Caicos Islands (AP) — 

A former Scotland Yard 
commander has been ap¬ 
pointed the new police 
commissioner in the Turks & 
Caicos Islands. Britain-ap¬ 
pointed Gov. Peter Beck- 
ingham said Wednesday 
that James Smith will lead 
the British Caribbean terri¬ 
tory’s 280-member police 
force starting in February. 
He was chosen from a field 
of nearly 30 applicants. He 
will replace Colin Farquhar, 
a Canadian law enforcer 
who has reached the end 
of his contract on the island 
chain of roughly 50,000 
people. Smith was a com¬ 
mander in London’s Metro¬ 
politan Police Service and 
has also held senior posts 
with forces in Scotland and 
the Cayman Islands. Beck- 
ingham approves all senior 
public appointments in the 
British territory, which has 
one of the lowest crime 
rates in the Caribbean. □ 

Vieques beach 
closed as Navy 
clears munitions 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— Authorities have closed a 
beach in the popular Puer¬ 
to Rican island of Vieques 
after finding pieces of in¬ 
active munition. The U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency says the U.S. Navy 
has so far removed objects 
including a projectile and 
a mortar tail. Officials say 
none of the objects found 
pose any danger to visitors. 
The Playa Grande beach 
area in the western region 
of the Vieques National 
Wildlife Refuge remained 
closed on Thursday. The 
U.S. Navy used Vieques as 
a bombing range from the 
1940s until May 2003. It has 
spent about $220 million so 
far to investigate and clean 
those lands. Resident Com¬ 
missioner Pedro Pierluisi said 
Wednesday that Congress 
is seeking an additional $17 
million for cleanup efforts 
next year.Q 












Celebrating their one year anniversary in the Caribbean: 
Therapists from “Kalypso Therapy Sessions” back on Aruba! 





EAGLE BEACH - The annu¬ 
ally “Kalypso therapy ses¬ 
sion” on Aruba was held at 
the Divi Village and was at¬ 
tended by ladies of all ages 
and from all over the world. 
While enjoying a little wine, 
cheese and crackers, a 
twenty minute presenta¬ 
tion and demonstration of 
the beautiful jewelry kept 
the invited guests atten¬ 
tion, knowing that after the 
demonstration it would be 
time to try it on and create 
amazing combinations! 
This is how it works: simply 
twist blueberry off the ring 
and replace with plum, 
then try on the key lime or 
bubble gum color on the 
bracelet, matching it up 
with the earrings. So many 
combinations are possible. 
Not to mention that most of 
the ladies ended up order¬ 
ing interchangeable jew¬ 
elry sets. 

This fantastic. Marietta, 
Ohio, USA based compa¬ 
ny, who officially launched 
“Kalypso TwistZ” on De¬ 
cember first of 2013, sells 
true 925 Sterling Silver, inter¬ 
changeable jewelry, using 
a variety of rings, pendants, 
bangles and earrings that 
allow interchangeability 
by simply choosing a top¬ 
per called an “Xpression”. 


With the warranted fasten¬ 
ing system, you simply twist 
and lock it into place. It is 
Invigorating and thera¬ 
peutic, bright and full of 
color, and the first direct 
sales jewelry company to 
ever partner with the World 
Renowned Fenton Glass 
Company. With Fenton 
Glass, they have created 
the most exquisite, colorful 
beads to accommodate 
all types of jewelry lovers! 
“Kalypso TwistZ” jewelry 
features a precision align¬ 
ing mechanism so you get 
many gorgeous looks from 
one piece of jewelry. It is 
about how you feel and 
knowing YOU are the one 
in charge. It is great to 
know you can match your 
jewelry to the color you are 
wearing! Elegant in the 
morning to WOW at night! 
All colors of the rainbow 
are available. 

Kalypso TwistZ product line 
consists of several 925 Ster¬ 
ling Silver ring bases, ban¬ 
gles, pendants, and ear¬ 
ring bases. Currently there 
are over 100 Xpressions to 
choose from with new de¬ 
signs being designed and 
introduced quarterly. The 
Xpressions are set in 925 
Sterling Silver with stones 
made from Quartz, Topaz, 


Onyx, Mother of Pearl, Ab- 
alone, Czech Crystal and 
more. 

On the picture taken at the 
fabulous Papiamento Res¬ 
taurant, you see Mr. Wayne 
& Mrs. Cheryl McAlarney, 
the founders of “Kalypso 
TwistZ”, with Cheryl being 
the CEO. President is Mrs. 
Bobbie Gingilonsky. Presi¬ 
dent Corporate Operations 
is Kaitlyn McAlarney. And 
four of the best therapists 
in the USA are: Deborah 
Emmons, Sandy Wright, Su- 
zette Masters and Meagan 


Rech. They are having the 
time of their lives. Last night 
the famous Kukoo Kunuku 
party bus showed them 
around our beautiful island. 
By hosting parties called 
"group therapy sessions” 
yourself being called a 
hostess, you will not only 
love what you do, but you 
will show off amazing jew¬ 
elry that will practically sell 
itself with fun and laughter 
along the way. You will be 
compensated and reward¬ 
ed unlike any other party 
plan in the industry. Take 


advantage of this fantastic 
ground floor opportunity 
to build your own exciting 
jewelry business “created 
in the Caribbean” 

Not only does the qual¬ 
ity supersede other party 
plan jewelry, but it also be¬ 
comes an heirloom to pass 
along generation to gen¬ 
eration at an affordable 
price. For more information 
on Founding Therapist Po¬ 
sitions in the USA you can 
contact visit: www.kalyp- 
sotwistz.com or locally you 
may call: 597-7803.Q 
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CAIINO- ANO SHOPS 


30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

NOVEMBER 24 - DECEMBER 19, 2014 

Win o share of AWG 30,000 in InstantCredit! 

Drawings ever/ Friday starling al 9pm. Prizes increase each week! 

Grand Prize Drawing Friday, December 19 

gam enirles daily with slot orxl stable play. 


THE SHOPS 




AT ALHAMBRA CAS NO 


“ fc m m m. m ■> 


Offering a wide variety a - 
Reloil & Dining Oulleis, 
Sal an & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs mid mare. 


"iiaA 


Alhambra Hat may 
be substituted 
for T-Shirt. 


Get ci FREE Alhombra T-Shirt ^ 

when you earn 250 Points today 
with your Alhambra Advantage Card! 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open'daily lOom Mom • j.E, Irousquin Blvd #47 
5B3.SOOO-casinoolliortibro.com 


Burns Family Honored at the Aruba Marriott Surf Club 




PALM BEACH - Recently the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure of 
honoring a very nice cou¬ 
ple as Distinguished Visitors, 
at the Marriott Surf Club. 
The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 


10-to-19 consecutive years. 
The honorees were Mr. 
Thomas and Mrs. Camille 
Burns from Kearny, New 
Jersey. 

Thomas and Camille are 
loyal members of the Mar¬ 
riott Surf Club and they love 
Aruba very much because 
of the friendly people, the 
climate, beaches, restau¬ 


rants, relaxation and being 
on Aruba and staying at 
the Surf Club is like being 
home for them. 

The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Ernest Giel 
representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority together 
with Mrs. Jenny Boekhoudt 
representing the Marriott 
Surf Club.Q 
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Malott Family Honored at the Divi Tamarijn Resort 



PALM BEACH - Recently the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure of 
honoring a very nice cou¬ 
ple as Distinguished Visitors, 
at the Divi Tamarijn Resort. 
The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
10-to-l 9 consecutive years. 
The honorees are Mr. Mike 


and Mrs. Reese Malott. 
Mike and Reese are loyal 
guests at the Divi Tama¬ 
rijn Resort, and they love 
Aruba very much because 
of the friendly people, the 
climate, beaches, restau¬ 
rants, relaxation and be¬ 
ing on Aruba and staying 
at the Surf Club is like be¬ 
ing home for them. The 
certificate was presented 
by Marouska Heyliger rep- 



Marc and Ania Catona Honored 


EAGLE BEACH - Recently, 
Marouska Heyliger hon¬ 
ored Marc and Ania Ca¬ 
tona from New Jersey with 
the Goodwill Ambassador 
certificate in the name of 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity. 

The event which com¬ 
memorates their 25th con¬ 


secutive visit to the island 
was held at the La Quinta 
Resort. 

They love coming back to 
the island for the beautiful 
beaches, the friendly and 
welcoming people and 
great food. On the picture: 
The honorees together with 
Marouska of ATA. 
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"With over $4000 In cash prizes every week" . 


Senior Might * 3X Points (9am-1 lam) 

Seniors 50 + Receive lx $10 Free Ploy Cosh 
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Tel: 582-7800 

Ufiil rtuUt& jf<uvr wijuat Ut& w***f you iihe< U « 


CBP Aruba Preclearance Streamlines Process: 

New kiosks to automate functions, reduce wait times 



ORANJESTAD - US. Cus¬ 
toms and Border Protection 
Aruba Preclearance facility 
officially launched its new 
Automated Passport Con¬ 
trol and Global Entry kiosks 
on Dec. 8 at the Queen 
Reina Beatrix Airport in 
Oranjestad, Aruba. 

U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection’s processing of 
passengers at Queen Reina 
Beatrix International Airport 
will become more efficient 
with the unveiling of 10 Au¬ 
tomated Passport Control 
and four Global Entry kiosks 
in the Aruba Preclearance 
facility. 

These kiosks automate ad¬ 
ministrative functions of the 
border inspection process, 
reducing wait times and al¬ 
lowing CBP officers to focus 
more on the law enforce¬ 
ment mission. 

“U.S. Customs and Border 


Protection places a signifi¬ 
cant value on our public- 
private partnerships and 
we continue to collaborate 
on innovations to improve 
the passenger process," 
said CBP’s Port Director of 
Preclearance Aruba James 
Grimes. “The Automated 
Passport Control and Glob¬ 
al Entry kiosks are prime ex¬ 


amples of these mutually 
beneficial partnerships.” 
Grimes joined Aruba Minis¬ 
ter of Tourism Otmar Odu- 
ber, Aruba Airport Author¬ 
ity CEO James Fazio and 
Vancouver Airport Author¬ 
ity Vice President Anthony 
Gugliotta to officially cut 
the ribbon at the airport. 

“This is the first step by the 


Aruba Airport Authority in 
modernizing a growing re¬ 
gional airport and improv¬ 
ing the departure process, 
said James Fazio, CEO of 
Aruba Airport Authority, 
“We look forward to our 
continued collaboration 
with our airport stakehold¬ 
ers and CBP to continue 
to enhance the passenger 


experience.” 

The Aruba Minister of Tour¬ 
ism expressed his congratu¬ 
lations to the Aruba Airport 
Authority and CBP in inau¬ 
gurating this project prior 
to the start of the winter 
holiday season by provid¬ 
ing passengers with a more 
streamlined U.S. inspection- 
al process.Q 































































Old-style swaps 
dominate MLB 
winter meetings 

By RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
SAN DIEGO (AP) - Base¬ 
ball’s winter meetings end¬ 
ed with an old-style spurt of 
swaps, with All-Stars switch¬ 
ing teams at a rapid pace 
and executives scrambling 
to fill roster voids. 

Alfredo Simon, Dee Gor¬ 
don, Yoenis Cespedes, 
Miguel Montero, Jeff Sa- 
mardzija, Brandon Moss, 
Dan Haren and Howie 
Kendrick were among 
the All-Stars dealt by the 
time teams headed home 
Thursday, and Matt Kemp 
and Jimmy Rollins were 
on the verge of switching 
clubs. 

The Los Angeles and Chi¬ 
cago teams were the epi¬ 
center of change, along 
with the Miami Marlins. 
Twelve trades involving 44 
players were made over 
the four days, according to 
Major League Baseball, up 
from five swaps last year 
and three in 2012. There 
hadn't been this many 
trades at a winter meetings 
since 2006. 

“People are motivated,” 
Seattle general manager 
Jack Zduriencik said. 

With major league reve¬ 
nues in the $9 billion range, 
increased sharing and 
changes to rules for the 
amateur draft, more clubs 
have money to spend and 
large-market teams are 
more constrained. 

The four organizations 
chasing San Francisco in 
the NL West all changed 
their top baseball front-of¬ 
fice official since last year’s 
gathering: Tony La Russa 
took over at the Diamond- 
backs, Andrew Friedman 
with the Dodgers, A. J. Prel- 
ler with the Padres and Jeff 
Bridich with the Rockies. 
Matt Silverman replaced 
Friedman with the Rays. 

Continued on Next Page 
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Sorfti of our Trip Advisor reviews In a nutshell 
' A must for any foodie.! A special way lo lasts Aruba a 
1 A liwi stir eufiiwry raperieiKe ° 

■ Itichelin siar walling lo ha^ien 1 ■ ■ 

'Dnn’lJiave words lo describe this 3 116 I 

expcricnc-c. - Vegetarians Welcome! 
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7 course fine dining by Chef Urvin Crocs mA 
wonderfully wine paired by our sommelier L 
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MLB 

Continued from 
Previous Page 


In this Sept. 6, 2014, file photo, Boston Red Sox's Yoenis Cespedes follows through on a RBI double against the Toronto Blue Jays 
during the third inning of a baseball game at Fenway Park in Boston. The Red Sox have agreed to trade outfielder Yoenis Cespedes 
to the Detroit Tigers for pitcher Rick Porcello, according to a person familiar with the negotiations. Right-handed pitching prospect 
Alex Wilson also will go to Detroit as part of the trade, the person said Thursday, Dec. 11, 2014, speaking on condition of anonymity 
because no announcement had been made. 


“People have been very, 
very aggressive,” Detroit 
general manager Dave 
Dombrowski said. “Ac¬ 
tion starts more quickly, 
so when you get here I 
think you’re prepared to 
move. Secondly, a lot of 
free agents started to sign. 
I think a lot of clubs were 
open-minded. There’s 
been some change of re¬ 
gimes that have also con¬ 
tributed to that." 

A $155 million, six-year 
agreement between left¬ 
hander Jon Lester and the 
Cubs late Tuesday night 
seemed to break a market 
logjam. 

In deals announced just 
before midnight Wednes¬ 
day, the Dodgers acquired 
Kendrick from the Angels to 
play second and worked 
to obtain Rollins from Phil¬ 
adelphia in a remake of 
their middle infield. They 
dealt Gordon, Haren - who 
is mulling retirement - in¬ 
fielder Miguel Rojas and 
a player to be named or 
cash to the Marlins as part 
of a seven-player trade for 
left-hander Andrew He¬ 
aney, right-hander Chris 
Hatcher, infielder Kike Her¬ 
nandez and catcher Aus¬ 
tin Barnes. 

The Dodgers then sent 
Heaney, considered one 
of baseball’s top pitching 
prospects, to the Angels for 
Kendrick. 

And as dawn broke, the 
Dodgers had a deal in 
place to send Kemp and 
catcher Tim Federowicz 
down Interstate 5 to San 
Diego for catcher Yasmani 
Grandal and two pitchers. 
The trade was pending 
physical exams and ap¬ 
proval by the commission¬ 
er’s office of the $32 mil¬ 
lion the Dodgers will send 
the Padres to help offset 
the $107 million remain¬ 
ing in the final five years of 
Kemp's deal. 


And the Dodgers also 
worked to complete a $48 
million, four-year agree¬ 
ment with pitcher Brandon 
McCarthy. 

The Marlins, meanwhile, 
got pitcher Mat Latos from 
Cincinnati. 

Detroit made a pair of 
trades, sending pitcher 
Rick Porcello to Boston for 
Cespedes and two minor 
leaguers, and then replen¬ 
ishing its rotation with Si¬ 
mon, obtained from Cin¬ 
cinnati for two minor leagu¬ 
ers. Reds GM Walt Jocketty 
made that deal in a hotel 
hallway - Dombrowski’s 
room was right near his. 
Boston also worked to final¬ 
ize a trade with Arizona for 


pitcher Wade Miley and a 
tree-agent deal with pitch¬ 
er Justin Masterson. 

“There’s obviously been a 
lot more movement. The 
pace has quickened, cer¬ 
tainly,” Red Sox general 
manager Ben Cherington 
said. “As expected, it 
picked up after Lester.” 

The Cubs also have a $20 
million, two-year deal with 
right-hander Jason Ham- 
mel. And they acquired an 
All-Star catcher in Montero 
from Arizona as they try to 
bring a World Series title to 
the North Side for the first 
time since 1908. 

On the South Side, the 
White Sox struck a $46 mil¬ 
lion, four-year deal with 


closer David Robertson 
and boosted their rotation 
by getting Samardzija from 
Oakland after adding re¬ 
liever Zach Duke and first 
baseman Adam LaRoche 
earlier in the offseason. 
Other teams in the Cen¬ 
tral were adding, too. Min¬ 
nesota and right-hander 
Ervin Santana worked to 
finalize a $55 million, four- 
year agreement, and AL 
champion Kansas City 
had a $17 million, two-year 
deal in place with Kendrys 
Morales. He figures to take 
over at designated hitter 
from Billy Butler, who left as 
a free agent and agreed 
to a $30 million, three-year 
deal with Oakland. 


Associated Press 

St. Louis made a deal for 
tree-agent power hitter 
Mark Reynolds. 

Jocketty attributed much 
of the action to new team 
bosses. 

“I think they wanted to be 
active and try to do things 
quickly," he said.Q 
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NBA Capsules 

Warriors streak reaches 14 
with win over Rockets 



Golden State Warriors’ Stephen Curry celebrates a score 
against the Houston Rockets during the second half of an NBA 
basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2014, in Oakland, Calif. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
OAKLAND, California (AP) — 

Klay Thompson and Stephen 
Curry shook off slow starts to 
finish with a flurry, and the 
Golden State Warriors ex¬ 
tended their franchise-best 
winning streak to 14 games 
by beating the Houston 
Rockets 105-93 on Wednes¬ 
day night. 

Thompson scored 21 points 
and Curry added 20 points, 
seven assists and seven re¬ 
bounds to power an 11-0 run 
in the final minutes and turn 
a tight game into another 
comfortable win. Golden 
State improved its NBA-best 
record to 19-2 and helped 
Steve Kerr became the first 
rookie coach to win 19 of his 
first 21 games. 

James Harden played 
through back pain to fin¬ 
ish with 34 points and eight 
rebounds for the Rockets, 
who had won four straight 
and seven of eight despite 
Dwight Howard being side¬ 
lined. 

Howard (strained right knee) 
and Warriors center Andrew 
Bogut (right knee tendinitis) 
both sat out. 

Harrison Barnes finished 
with 20 points and seven re¬ 
bounds, and reserve Mar- 
reese Speights had 15 points 
and eight rebounds for the 
Warriors. Trevor Ariza and 
Donatas Motiejunas each 
scored 18 for the Rockets. 
HAWKS 95, 76ERS 79 
ATLANTA (AP) — Kyle Kor- 
ver and Paul Millsap each 
scored 17 points, and At¬ 
lanta beat Philadelphia for 
its eighth straight victory — 
the Hawks’ longest winning 
streak in 17 years. 

Korver sank five 3-pointers as 
Atlanta (15-6) posted its best 
streak since an 11-0 start to 
the 1997-98 season. 

DeMarre Carroll had 14 
points and 11 rebounds for 
Atlanta. The Hawks aver¬ 
aged 104 points in their first 
seven wins of the streak, but 
relied on defense against 
Philadelphia. 

Alexey Shved had 13 points 
to lead the 76ers, who have 
won two of four since their 
0-17 start. Luc Mbah a Moute 
had 12 points, and K.J. Mc¬ 
Daniels and Jerami Grant 
each had 10. 

SPURS 109, KNICKS 95 
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Marco 


Belinelli scored a season-high 
22 points and short-handed 
San Antonio rolled to victory 
over the New York Knicks, 
who lost their 10th straight. 
San Antonio, playing without 
its Big Four, was 10 for 19 on 
3-pointers and shot 50 per¬ 
cent overall. The Spurs had 
seven players in double fig¬ 
ures, getting 13 points from 
Danny Green and 12 from 
Boris Diaw. 

San Antonio was without Tim 
Duncan, Tony Parker, Manu 
Ginobili and Kawhi Leonard. 
Parker (left hamstring) and 
Leonard (bruised right hand) 
were injured, but Duncan 
and Ginobili sat out to rest on 
the second night of a back- 
to-back. 

Tim Hardaway Jr. scored 23 
points on 9-for-18 shooting 
for the Knicks (4-20). New 
York was without Carmelo 
Anthony, who had soreness 
in his left knee after playing 
39 minutes in a loss Tuesday 
at New Orleans. 

HORNETS 96, CELTICS 87 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — Al 
Jefferson had 23 points and 
14 rebounds, and Charlotte 
withstood Boston’s fourth- 
quarter rally to win. 

Kemba Walker added 18 
points, and Lance Stephen¬ 
son had 13 for the Hornets, 
who led by 12 points in the 
third quarter and were up 87- 
79 with 8:05 left. 

The Celtics — led by Marcus 
Thornton’s 13 fourth-quarter 
points — pulled to 87-85 with 
4:31 remaining. But Walker’s 
three-point play and back- 
to-back baskets by Jefferson 
pushed Charlotte’s lead to 
94-85 with 1:19 left. 

Rajon Rondo had a triple¬ 
double with 12 points, 10 re¬ 
bounds and 10 assists for the 
Celtics. Jeff Green and Thorn¬ 
ton led Boston with 16 points 
each, Tyler Zeller scored 13 
and Brandon Bass 10. 
Charlotte trailed by five at 
halftime before opening the 
third quarter with an 11 -4 run. 
WIZARDS 91, MAGIC 89 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Brad¬ 
ley Beal converted a lob pass 
at the buzzer to lift Washing¬ 
ton over Orlando. 

John Wall led the Wizards 
with 21 points and 11 assists, 
Nene added 12 points, Kris 
Humphries scored 11, and 
Marcin Gortat had 10. Wash¬ 
ington, which scored the final 


seven points, beat Orlando 
for the seventh straight time. 
Victor Oladipo had 17 points 
to lead the Magic. Tobias 
Harris added 15, Elfrid Payton 
had 12, and Channing Frye 
and Kyle O’Quinn added 10 
each. 

The teams both shot only 
nine free throws, the first time 
this season each team had 
fewer than 10. 

The Magic led 89-84 after 
Harris’ dunk with 1:37 left 
in the game, but couldn’t 
score again. 

CLIPPERS 103, PACERS 96 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Ja¬ 
mal Crawford scored 18 
points and DeAndre Jordan 
grabbed a season-high 19 
rebounds, helping the Los 
Angeles Clippers hold off In¬ 
diana for their ninth straight 
win. 

Los Angeles (16-5) ended a 
four-game skid against Indi¬ 
ana. 

C.J. Miles scored a season- 


high 30 points and made six 
3-pointers. Lavoy Allen had 
14 points for Indiana (7-15), 
which has lost six straight. 

The Pacers made a furious 
fourth-quarter charge after 
trailing 82-62 late in the third. 


They opened the fourth on 
a 12-4 spurt, got as close as 
five, but fell behind 95-87 with 
less than four minutes left. 
Indiana closed to 98- 
96 on Allen’s midrange 
jumper with 2:00 to play.Q 
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Panthers’ Newton not worried about when he’ll play 


By STEVE REED 
AP Sports Writer 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) - 

Cam Newton is not worried 
about when he’ll return to 
the football field - he said 
he’s just happy to be alive. 
The Panthers quarterback 
returned to the team’s fa¬ 
cility Thursday, two days af¬ 
ter a two-car accident left 
him with two fractures in 
his lower back. He did not 
practice and his playing 
status will be reevaluated 
next week. 

“As far as when I’m coming 
back, who cares? I'm just 
thankful to have breath in 
my lungs," Newton said as 
he stood behind a podi¬ 
um during a seven-minute 
press conference. 

Newfon won’t play Sunday 
against Tampa Bay, Derek 
Anderson will start at quar¬ 
terback. 

That’s fine with Newton, 
who feels blessed to not 
have been injured worse - 
or killed. 

“I’m on somebody’s fan¬ 
tasy (football) league and I 
think it’s the man upstairs,” 
Newton said. 

Newton arrived at the sta¬ 
dium Thursday morning 
and attended some team 
meetings, watched film 


and began rehabilitafion 
with the training staff. He 
said his back remains a lit¬ 
tle stiff, but otherwise feels 
great. 

Newton said he doesn't 
think the other driver saw 
him as he pulled out into 
traffic onto the one-way 


how many times his vehicle 
flipped. 

He said the air bags did 
deploy in his truck. 

“The one thing I remember 
is that I couldn't talk af¬ 
terward because I was in 
such shock,” Newton said. 
“In my book one plus one 


Newton said he's not sure 
how long he will be out of 
action. 

He made the decision to 
come to the stadium to 
put other people's minds 
at ease and doesn't want 
to be a distraction. 

“My presence not only 
helped others but it helped 
me,” Newton said. 
Teammates said they were 
thrilled to see Newton. 
Anderson said he gave 
Newton a “light hug” when 
he saw him in the training 
room. 

“I think it was an eye-open¬ 
er for him," Anderson said 
of the experience. 

Panthers coach Ron Rivera 
said the best-case scenar¬ 
io is Newton could return 
to action Dec. 21 against 
Cleveland, but added it 
will largely be up to the 
former No. 1 overall pick’s 
pain threshold. 

“We’ll take it one week at 
a time,” Rivera said. 

The Panthers are half¬ 
game ouf of first place in 
the NFC South despite a 
4-8-1 record after a 41-10 
victory over New Orleans 
last Sunday. They could 
take over control of fhe di¬ 
vision if they beat the Bucs 
(2-11) and the Saints and 


Falcons lose. 

Anderson, who is 19-25 as 
an NFL starter, said he’s ex¬ 
cited for the opportunity to 
play in such a big game. 
“Obviously the circum¬ 
stances aren't ideal but 
I’ve had a good two days 
to try get on the same 
page with everybody,” An¬ 
derson said. 

Anderson said the injury 
could bring the Panthers 
closer together as a team 
as the season winds down. 
He said it’s one of the tight¬ 
est locker rooms he’s been 
around in during his 10 sea¬ 
sons in the league and the 
show of love and support 
for Newton was notice¬ 
able. 

“Guys genuinely care 
about his well-being first 
and foremost," Anderson 
said. “And those things kind 
of bring guys together.” 
Tight end Greg Olsen said 
Newton was in good spirits 
as he passed through the 
locker room. 

“I think it’s good for him 
to get back around the 
guys and get in a normal 
routine,” Olsen said. “It’s 
good to see guys him get 
back because it means 
things are getting back to 
normal. ”□ 





This is a 2014, file photo showing Cam Newton of the Carolina 
Panthers NFL football team. Newton has been taken to a 
hospital after being involved in an auto accident in Charlotte, 
N.C., Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2014. 


street where the quarter¬ 
back was driving, about a 
block from fhe team's sta¬ 
dium. 

Newton said the other 
car clipped the side of 
his slightly elevated 1998 
Dodge truck, causing him 
to spin and the truck to 
overturn. Newton said he 
was conscious for the en¬ 
tire accident, but isn’t sure 


always equals two. And 
I’m looking at this truck 
and this accident and 
like, dude, one plus one 
doesn't equal two. I'm 
like, hey, somebody is sup¬ 
posed to be dead.” 
Newton said he didn’t feel 
any immediate pain, but 
as his adrenaline started to 
wear off his lower back be¬ 
gan to tighten. 
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Edmonton Oilers’ Taylor Hall dives for the puck during the third 
period of an NHL hockey game against the Anaheim Ducks, 
Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2014, in Anaheim, Calif. The Ducks won 
2-1. Associated Press 

DETROIT (AP) — Toronto’s shootout winner as the Ma- 
Mike Santorelli scored the pie Leafs won 2-1 at Detroit 


NHL Roundup 

Santorelli’s SO goal lifts 
Leafs over Red Wings 


on Wednesday, prevent¬ 
ing the Red Wings building 
their lead in the NHL East¬ 
ern Conference. 

Santorelli, the Maple Leafs’ 
fhird shoofer, got the puck 
past Jimmy Howard to lift 
Toronto to its third straight 
win, moving within five 
points of its Atlantic Division 
rival. 

Tyler Bozak also had a 
shootout goal for Toronto. 
Pavel Datsyuk netted the 


sole goal for the Red Wings 
in the tiebreaker. 

In regulation, Gustav Ny- 
quist put Detroit ahead in 
the second period, before 
Phil Kessel tied the game 
by tapping in James van 
Riemsdyk’s centering pass. 
In the day’s other game, 
Anaheim defeated slump¬ 
ing Edmonton 2-1 to go 
clear top of the Western 
Conference. 

Matt Beleskey scored his 


14th goal of the season 
and Ryan Kesler also net¬ 
ted for the Ducks, who 
held off a late Edmonton 
charge, thanks in part to 
21 saves by Frederik Ander¬ 
sen. 

The Ducks' last 12 victories 
were by just one goal, and 
they hung on to that slim 
lead after Ryan Nugent- 
Hopkins scored early in the 
third for Edmonton, which 
has lost 13 of 140 
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Browns expecting some Manziel magic on Sunday 


By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer 

BEREA, Ohio (AP) -- Johnny Manziel 
should come with a warning sticker: 
Watching can be hazardous to your 
health. 

On Sunday, the NFL will get its first ex¬ 
tended look at Manziel, who routine¬ 
ly turned broken plays into touch¬ 
downs at Texas A&M and will now try 
to rescue the Browns' wilting playoff 
hopes. 

As he prepares Manziel for his first ca¬ 
reer start, Cleveland offensive coor¬ 
dinator Kyle Shanahan said he's not 
sure what to expect from the cock¬ 
sure rookie quarterback when he 
faces the Cincinnati Bengals. 

Once Shanahan sends a well- 
designed play in from the sideline 
there’s no telling what Manziel might 
do with it after the ball’s snapped. 
“Everything out here is pretty much 
scripted and stuff,” Shanahan said 
following Thursday’s practice. “I'm 
waiting. I'm sure it’s going to happen 
pretty fast. We call a pass play, and 
he’s going to do six spins reversing 
back and forth outside the pocket. 
I’m going to hold my breath be yell¬ 
ing half the time, and then probably 
be running and jumping on top of 
him excited at the end of it. 

“Who knows what will happen. I think 
that’s why everyone enjoys watch¬ 
ing him, and that's why I’m excited 
to see what he does. It'll be fun.” 

The Browns (7-6) need more than 
entertainment out of Manziel. They 
need him to take care of the ball, 
make good decisions and inject 
some energy into to Cleveland’s life¬ 
less offense. Manziel may be the 21 st 
quarterback to start for the Browns 
since 1999, but the team is discard¬ 
ing its sordid history at the position to 
see what the 22-year-old can do. 
Cleveland has tapered its offense 
to suit Manziel, who came off the 
bench for deposed starter Brian 
Hoyer two weeks ago at Buffalo and 
flashed some of his Johnny Football 
magic by tucking the ball away, rec¬ 


ognizing a lane many quarterbacks 
wouldn't have seen and darting to 
the end zone for a 10-yard touch¬ 
down run. 

With a week to install plays to best 
use Manziel’s arm and legs, the 
Browns hope to keep the Bengals off 
balance. But the bigger issue may 
be getting Manziel to understand 
that he doesn’t have to transform 
every play into a TV highlight. 

Browns coach Mike Pettine doesn’t 
want to put a collar on Manziel, but 
he doesn't want him running wild. 
“It's going to be more within the 
structure of our offense, but at the 
same time, if you have a guy that has 
a unique skillset, you don’t want to 
quell that either,” he said. “You want 
to allow him to do it, but you’ve got 
to be able to pick and choose your 
times to do it. On every drop-back 
pass he cannot look to turn it into a 
punt return. 

“We just don't want to turn it into, 
'Hey, let’s run his college offense 
and let it turn into street ball,’ but we 
also don’t want to say, 'Hey listen, 
here’s the playbook. We need to fol¬ 
low this exactly to the letter.’ We’re 
not going to do that either.” 
Shanahan said he has occasion¬ 
ally looks at game tapes of Manziel 
in college to help him put together 
plays. 

The Browns don’t have any allu¬ 
sions that Manziel will be able to run 
around and do what he did while 
winning a Heiman Trophy. They're 
going to let Johnny be Johnny and 
hope that it’s good enough. 

“He’s tried to develop in every fac¬ 
et, but when that bail snaps, I don’t 
want him thinking about coach¬ 
ing points. I don't want him thinking 
about how the play is supposed to 
be. I want him reacting, and hope¬ 
fully when someone is open, he re¬ 
acts and lets it rip. Hopefully when 
someone's not, he reacts and does 
his deal. 

“You just don't want to take that 
away from him.” 



In this Nov. 30, 2014, file photo, Cleveland Browns quarterback Johnny 
Manziel (2) looks to pass against the Buffalo Bills during the second half of 
an NFL football game in Orchard Park, N.Y. Manziel will make his first NFL 
start on Sunday, Dec. 14, against Cincinnati, replacing the slumping Brian 
Hoyer as Cleveland tries to pump life into its sagging playoff hopes. 

Associated Press 


LeBron James to sit out 
because of sore left knee 


By CLIFF BRUNT 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) - 

LeBron James is sitting out 
the Cleveland Cavaliers' 
game at Oklahoma City 
because of a sore left 
knee. 

Cleveland coach David 
Blatt announced the deci¬ 
sion Thursday night during 
his pregame media ses¬ 
sion. He said James started 
to have issues following 
Cleveland’s victory over 
Toronto on Tuesday night. 


“After the last game, he felt 
some soreness in the back 
of his knee,” Blatt said. 
“Nothing major. 

He got up this morning 
and didn’t feel particularly 
good, so we decided to 
hold him out.” 

James has averaged 24.9 
points, 9.0 assists and 4.9 re¬ 
bounds during Cleveland's 
eight-game winning streak, 
helping the Cavaliers climb 
to the top of the Central Di¬ 
vision. He entered the day 


fourth in the NBA in scoring 
at 24.8 points per game 
and second in minutes 
at 38 a game. James has 
played in all 20 of Cleve¬ 
land’s previous games this 
season. Blatt said it's a day- 
to-day situation, and there 
are no plans for an MRI. 
“We're monitoring it, and 
I really don’t believe we 
have any kind of serious 
situation on our hands, just 
some soreness and we're 
being cautious,” Blatt said. 



Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James warms up before an 
NBA basketball game against the Brooklyn Nets at the Barclays 
Center, Monday, Dec. 8, 2014, in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Kevin Harvick 
named Driver 
of the Year 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. 
(AP) - NASCAR 
champion Kevin 
Harvick has been 
named Driver of 
the Year by a pan¬ 
el of broadcasters 
and journalists. 
Harvick won the 
final two races 
of the season to 
earn his first career 
Sprint Cup title. He 
won five races in 
his first season with 
Stewart-Haas Rac¬ 
ing, and it included 
three in the Chase 
for the Sprint Cup 
championship. 
Harvick received 
13 of the 16 votes 
cast by motors- 
ports journalists 




Kevin Harvick poses with his 
championship ring during the NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Series auto racing awards 
at Wynn Las Vegas Friday, Dec. 5, 
2014, in Las Vegas. 


who vote for just one driver. IndyCar champion Will Pow¬ 
er, Nationwide Series champion Chase Elliott and World 
of Outlaws champion Donny Schatz all received one 
vote each. 

The Driver of the Year award is in its 48th season and en¬ 
compasses all racing series in the United States. There are 
17 journalists eligible to voteO 


MLS suspends Fabian 
Espindola for 6 games 

NEW YORK (AP) — D.C. United forward Fabian Espindo¬ 
la has been suspended by MLS for six games and fined 
because he shoved a game official following a playoff 
game last month. 

Espindola missed a header in the 54th minute that would 
have tied the series that DC lost 3-2 on aggregate de¬ 
spite winning the Nov. 8 game 2-1. After the game, Es¬ 
pindola came into contact with assistant referee George 
Gansner. 

The red card carried a two-game automatic ban, and 
the MLS disciplinary committee added on four more. Es¬ 
pindola will miss the first six games of the regular season. 
(Previous versions of this story stated that DC United lost 
the game 2-1 .)□ 

Ronaldo joins NASL 
team’s owners in Florida 


FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) — Retired Brazilian superstar 
Ronaldo has joined the ownership group of the Fort Lau¬ 
derdale Strikers. 

Ronaldo said in a statement by the North American Soc¬ 
cer League team on Thursday that he plans to be “very 
involved” with the management of the club and hopes 
to help make the Strikers a “global powerhouse.” 

The Strikers are named after the original NASL franchise. 
They play in a new version of the NASL, which is in the 
second tier of North American pro leagues.Q 


UCI: Astana case not a 
return for old doping ways 



Italy’s Vincenzo Nibali, wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey, passes the Arc de Triomphe 
during the twenty-first and last stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 137.5 kilometers 
(85.4 miles) with start in Evry and finish in Paris, France, Sunday, July 27, 2014. 

Associated Press 


GRAHAM DUNBAR 
AP Sports Writer 
GENEVA (AP) — The As¬ 
tana team keeping top- 
tier status in 2015 does 
not mean the sport will 
revert to its old doping 
ways, according to Inter¬ 
national Cycling Union 
President Brian Cookson. 
Astana, which includes 
Tour de France winner 
Vincenzo Nibali, will keep 
its World Tour license — 
although on probation 
— despite five senior and 
development squad rid¬ 
ers being caught dop¬ 
ing with EPO and steroids 
since August. 

“It can't carry on, it 
won’t, and it isn’t going 
to,” Cookson insisted to 
the Associated Press in a 
telephone interview on 
Thursday. 

Still, many cycling com¬ 
mentators and fans 
called Wednesday’s de¬ 
cision a step back, two 
years after the Lance 
Armstrong case. 

Cookson said the UCI li¬ 
censing panel imposed 
strict probation terms, 
including an audit of the 
Astana team by a Swiss 
university which will re¬ 
port in February before 
the European season 
starts. The panel also 


awaits an Italian prose¬ 
cutor's file on Astana rid¬ 
ers' alleged links to Arm¬ 
strong’s banned doctor, 
Michele Ferrari. 

“This is not the end of 
the story here,” said 
Cookson, who was not 
involved in the license 
panel's ruling. “The team 
have been given a very 
short lead and we will 
be looking at this matter 
again. New information 
is coming to light all the 
time." 

Cookson, who was 
elected in September 
2013 with a mandate to 
reform cycling after the 
Armstrong era, said he 
did not know what kind 
of evidence could come 
from the Italian Olympic 
Committee. 

“I only know what I have 
read on the Internet and 
in the media. We need 
to see that file,” he said, 
acknowledging frustra¬ 
tion at the time the case 
has taken since the UCI 
ordered Astana’s license 
reviewed in October. 
Astana’s triumphant 
messages posted on its 
website and Twitter ac¬ 
count late Wednesday, 
ignoring the probation 
conditions, also left a 
bad impression. 


“I was personally very 
disappointed to see 
the team’s reaction,” 
Cookson said. “There 
is certainly nothing to 
be proud about, and 
nothing to be pleased 
about.” 

Cookson declined to 
give an opinion on the 
target of many fans’ an¬ 
ger — Astana general 
manager Alexandre Vi- 
nokourov, a former Fer¬ 
rari client who served a 
two-year doping ban 
before winning the 2012 
London Olympics road 
race. 

“It's not my place to 
make a comment about 
an individual,” the UCI 
leader said, adding 
that leaders of the Ka¬ 
zakhstan government- 
backed team and cy¬ 
cling federation “all 
need to take their re¬ 
sponsibility here.” 
Another positive doping 
test by a senior rider in 
2015 will also trigger a re¬ 
view of the license which 
guarantees Astana entry 
to top stage races and 
one-day classics. 

“They won’t get a sec¬ 
ond chance,” Cookson 
said. “They have had too 
many second chances 
in the past, perhaps.”□ 
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Is rider safety the real Achilles heel for Uber and Lyft? 


BARBARA ORTUTAY 
JUSTIN PRITCHARD 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

growth of ride-hailing com¬ 
panies such as Uber and 
Lyft so far has not been 
hindered by limits from 
government regulators 
and campaigns by taxi 
cab competitors. A bigger 
threat to the new indus¬ 
try’s impressive start could 
come from customers — if 
enough people stop using 
the services over fears that 
drivers aren’t safe. 

Not safe as in the drivers 
won’t get into an accident 
— safe as in they won’t at¬ 
tack passengers. 

Uber operates in more 
than 250 cities in 50 coun¬ 
tries, and recently was val¬ 
ued at $40 billion based on 
$1.2 billion that investors 
poured into the company 
in its latest funding round. 
Lyft, meanwhile, operates 
in 70 markets in the U.S., up 
from 30 at the start of the 
year. So far, controversies 
have not seemed impact 
the popularity of ride-hail¬ 
ing apps. They boast sev¬ 
eral advantages over taxis, 
including no-cash pay¬ 
ments and an app that 
shows how far away a car 
is and whether the driver 
received positive reviews 
from prior riders. Uber ranks 
39th in the Apple iTunes 
store among the most 
popular free apps, ahead 
of Gmail and the music 
streaming service Pandora. 
Lyft, which is much smaller, 
is not in the top 100. 

But just this week, California 
prosecutors sued both, say¬ 
ing they misrepresent and 
exaggerate the rigor of 
their background checks. 
Police in India questioned 
an Uber executive about 
its background checks af¬ 
ter a driver was accused of 
raping a passenger. And 
Uber removed a driver in 
Chicago after a customer 
reported she was sexually 
assaulted during a ride in 
the city last month. The 
company said it is cooper¬ 
ating with police in what it 
called “an appalling and 
unacceptable incident. 
This week’s incidents follow 
scattered anecdotes of 
previous assaults by Uber 
drivers. They don’t prove 


the services are unsafe 
alternatives to traditional 
taxis. But they do present a 
challenge if riders begin to 
think they reflect a system¬ 
ic disregard for passenger 
safety. 

Jeff Brewer, pastor at a 


church in the Chicago 
suburbs, wouldn't step into 
an Uber car. Though he 
likes the convenience Uber 
would bring, he sticks with 
taxis on trips into the city. 
“Whether it's right or wrong, 
there’s at least some sort of 
perception that there's a 
company that has vetted 
the person,” he said. 

As with airlines, if passenger 
safety becomes an ongo¬ 
ing issue with Uber rather 
than isolated incidents, it 
could face long-term con¬ 
sequences, said Alex Stan¬ 
ton, a crisis management 
and communications spe¬ 
cialist. 

“At some level, there is a 
point at which safety does 
trump convenience,” Stan¬ 
ton said. 

The safety and regulatory 
issues “absolutely” affect 
Uber’s valuation, said Sam 
Hamadeh, CEO of re¬ 
search firm PrivCo. Unlike, 
say Twitter and WhatsApp, 
Uber is not a “nice, clean 
technology company, the 
type that venture capital¬ 
ists in Silicon Valley usually 
invest in — which is soft¬ 
ware, Web apps" and so 
on, he said. 

“Here you are talking 
about actually, physically 


having to transport peo¬ 
ple,” he said. “Uber's work 
isn’t done once the taxi is 
hailed on their app. That’s 
when all the problems be¬ 
gin.” 

On its website, Uber says 
its drivers are “screened 


through a rigorous process 
we’ve developed using 
constantly improving stan¬ 
dards.” In a written state¬ 
ment, Uber added that it 
screens would-be drivers 


against “federal, multi¬ 
state and county criminal 
background checks span¬ 
ning the past seven years.” 
The company expects to 
complete more than 2 
million checks this year, 
according to spokesman 


Lane Kasselman. 

But California prosecutors, 
who filed lawsuits against 
Uber in San Francisco Su¬ 
perior Court, say the com¬ 
pany’s safety checks are 


not as rigorous as they 
sound. Unlike with regu¬ 
lated taxis in San Francisco 
and Los Angeles, Uber's 
background checks do 
not require drivers be fin¬ 
gerprinted. 

Hirease, the company 
that performs Uber's back¬ 
ground checks, instead 
relies on “personal identi¬ 
fiers,” such as license num¬ 
bers and Social Security 
numbers are supplied by 
the applicants. As such, 
the lawsuit says, there is no 
way to ensure that the ap¬ 
plicants are who they say 
they are. 

As part of a settlement of 
a similar lawsuit, Uber rival 
Lyft agreed to drop claims 
that its background checks 
are the “best available” 
and the “gold standard.” 
Lyft spokeswoman Erin 
Simpson said in an emailed 
statement that the com¬ 
pany has “pioneered strict 
safety screening criteria 
that far exceed what’s re¬ 
quired for taxis and limos in 
nearly every municipality 
across the country.” 
Regulators at the California 
Public Utilities Commission 
are revisiting ride-hailing 
company rules they put in 
place last year.Q 


Web inventor says Internet 
should be ‘human right’ 


SYLVIA HUI 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The com¬ 
puter scientist credited 
with inventing the World 
Wide Web says afford¬ 
able access to the Inter¬ 
net should be recognized 
as a human right, as a re¬ 
port showed that billions 
of people still cannot go 
online and government 
surveillance and censor¬ 
ship are increasing. 

Tim Berners-Lee said Thurs¬ 
day the Internet can help 
tackle inequality — but 
only if it comes with the 
rights to privacy and free¬ 
dom of expression. The 
Briton, who launched the 
Web in 1990, made the 
remarks as he released his 
World Wide Web Founda¬ 
tion’s latest report track¬ 


ing the Internet's global 
impact. 

The Web Index found 
that laws preventing 
mass online surveillance 
are weak or nonexistent 
in more than 84 percent 
of countries. It also said 
that almost 40 percent of 
surveyed countries were 
blocking sensitive online 
content to a “moderate 
or extreme degree,” and 
that half of all Web users 
live in countries that se¬ 
verely restrict their rights 
online. 

Almost 4.4 billion people 
— most of them in de¬ 
veloping countries — still 
have no access to the 
Internet, the Web Index 
said. “It’s time to recog¬ 
nize the Internet as a ba¬ 
sic human right,” Berners- 


Lee said. “That means 
guaranteeing affordable 
access for all, ensuring In¬ 
ternet packets are deliv¬ 
ered without commercial 
or political discrimination, 
and protecting the priva¬ 
cy and freedom of Web 
users regardless of where 
they live.” 

Denmark, Finland, and 
Norway were ranked as 
top overall, meaning they 
were best at using the In¬ 
ternet for economic, po¬ 
litical and social progress. 
At the bottom of a list of 
86 countries were Yemen, 
Myanmar and Ethiopia. 
Berners-Lee was working 
an engineer at the CERN 
laboratory in Geneva 
when he proposed the 
idea of a World Wide Web 
in 1989.Q 



This Friday, Nov. 21,2014 file photo taken in Newark, N.J., shows smartphones displaying Uber 
car availability in New York. Associated Press 
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This photo shows a RadioShack store sign in Philadelphia. 
RadioShack’s third-quarter loss widened, sales dropped for the 
llth consecutive quarter and the electronics retailer detailed its 
cost-cutting plans to help it stay afloat, Thursday, Dec. 11, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Matt Rourke) 


RadioShack cuts costs as 
quarterly losses expand 


MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ra¬ 
dioShack’s troubles con¬ 
tinue to mount as it spars 
with lenders and its losses 
grow. While the electronics 
company doesn’t plan on 
going down without a fight 
— detailing its latest round 
of cost-cuffing — its CEO 
said there’s no assurance it 
can put into place a long¬ 
term solution to stay afloat. 
The company reported 
widening losses and a de¬ 
cline in sales for fhe llth 
consecutive quarter on 
Thursday. 

RadioShack, the ubiqui¬ 
tous seller of batteries and 
obscure electronic parts, 
has tried to find its way as 
online competition has 
grown fiercer. The Fort 
Worth, Texas company’s 
explosive growth exacer¬ 
bated those problems and 
it has become a central is¬ 
sue in its fight with lenders 
as it tries to close hundreds 
of locations. 

RadioShack said in March 
that it planned to close up 
to 1,100 U.S. stores, trim¬ 
ming the total to just over 
4,000. But it backed away 
from that aggressive plan 
two months later under 
pressure from lenders and 
vowed to find other ways 
to cut costs, including 
more limited store closings. 
That fight is ongoing. 

Last week, Salus Capital 
Partners claimed that Ra¬ 
dioShack had breached 
covenants on a $250 mil¬ 
lion term loan and asked 
the company to prepay 
some of its debt, along with 
other fees. RadioShack dis¬ 
puted the claim, calling it 


“wrong and self-serving.” 
CEO Joseph Magnacca 
said specifically Thursday 
fhaf the company con¬ 
tinues to face challenges 
from its term loan lend¬ 
ers, but that it has been 
backed by revolving credit 
lenders. 

The chain is working with 
those lenders to close ad¬ 
ditional stores, sticking to 
its goal of 1,100, but Mag¬ 
nacca laid out other cost¬ 
cutting plans Thursday that 
would buy the company 
time and hopefully drive 
growth. 

“For RadioShack to suc¬ 
ceed, we need to first right 
size our cost structure," he 
said. 

To that end, Magnacca 
said Thursday that Ra¬ 
dioShack would boost 
earnings by more than 
$400 million annually by 
changing store hours and 
staffing, altering overtime 
practices and cutting the 
number of its field manag¬ 
ers by 50 percent. 
Magnacca said Ra¬ 
dioShack has already 
lowered its headcount 
through attrition and 
through other departmen¬ 
tal realignments to save 
$7.3 million annually. New 
staffing reductions will save 
an additional $18 million 
in early January and total 
reductions in its work force 
are expected to lower cor¬ 
porate costs by more than 
30 percent. 

But RadioShack doesn’t 
have a lot of fime to turn 
things around. In Septem¬ 
ber the company warned 
that it might need to file 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection.□ 



Retail sales boost Wall Street 


KEN SWEET 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Good 
news on U.S. retail sales 
lifted the stock market 
Thursday, although worries 
about the latest plunge in 
oil prices kept the gains in 
check. 

Investors are caught be¬ 
tween two conflicting 
thoughts: the improv¬ 

ing U.S. economy, lower 
energy costs and higher 
consumer spending are 
expected to boost profits 
for many companies. But 
the recent drop in oil pric¬ 
es, which has accelerated 
in recent days, has inves¬ 
tors worried that earnings 
for energy companies will 
suffer. 

The drop in fhe price of oil 
has been a significant rea¬ 
son why stocks on pace to 
post their first weekly loss in 
nearly two months. 

“Here on one hand the U.S. 
economy is doing very 
well. You can see it today 
in the retail sales numbers. 


ite rose 24.14 points, or 0.5 
percent, to 4,708.16. 
Companies that rely the 
most on spending by con¬ 
sumers rose the most Thurs¬ 
day. The S&P 500 consum¬ 
er discretionary sector, a 
category that includes de¬ 
partment stores and other 
retailers, gained 0.7 per¬ 
cent, while makers of con¬ 
sumer staples increased 
0.8 percent. 

Urban Outfitters, Game- 
Stop, Coach, Best Buy and 
Macy’s were among the 
biggest gainers. 

The rise came after the 
Commerce Department 
said U.S. retail sales rose 
by 0.7 percent in Novem¬ 
ber. The encouraging re¬ 
tail sales report could not 
have come at a more cru¬ 
cial time for retailers, since 
holiday sales often mean 
the difference between re¬ 
tail companies reporting a 
profit or a loss for the year. 
Falling gasoline prices led 
to a decline of 0.8 percent 
in sales at gas stations, but 


$59.95 a barrel, its first time 
below $60 a barrel in more 
than five years. That’s on 
top of steep plunges of 
$2.88 a barrel on Wednes¬ 
day and $2.79 a barrel 
Monday. It’s down sharply 
from ifs recent high of $107 
a barrel in June. 

Earlier in the day, oil pric¬ 
es seemed to be holding 
steady above that $60 
mark, which in turn helped 
keep energy stocks higher. 
But oil could not keep up 
the momentum, and slid in 
afternoon trading. 

“Once oil broke $60 a bar¬ 
rel, the market followed,” 
said Jonathan Corpina, a 
trader at Meridian Equity 
Partners. 

While lower oil prices are 
good for consumers, many 
energy companies rely on 
high oil prices to justify drill¬ 
ing in remote parts of the 
globe for hard-to-reach 
reserves of crude. Energy 
companies also make up 
a big part of the U.S. stock 
market. Oil drillers and drill¬ 



Trader Gregory Rowe works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange Thursday, Dec. 11, 

2014. A strong report on retail sales pushed U.S. stocks higher in early trading Thursday, easing 
investors' jitters over the global economy and another slide in oil prices. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


But the global economy 
isn’t doing well, which is 
why oil prices are drop¬ 
ping," said Russ Koesterich, 
global chief investment 
strategist at Blackrock. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average rose 63.19 points, 
or 0.4 percent, to 17,596.34. 
It was up 225 points earlier. 
The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index rose 9.19 points, or 
0.5 percent, to 2,035.33 
and the Nasdaq compos¬ 


that money was likely spent 
elsewhere, investors said. 
“(Lower oil prices) are a 
very big tax cut for U.S. 
consumers,” Koesterich 
said. “Middle-income fam¬ 
ilies are spending what 
they would spend on gas 
on other parts of the econ¬ 
omy.” 

Another downturn in the 
price of oil discouraged 
buyers. 

Oil fell 99 cenfs to close at 


ing equipment suppliers 
were among the biggest 
decliners. Nabors Industries 
fell 34 cents, or 3 percent, 
to $10.51. Transocean lost 
37 cents, or 2 percent, to 
$17.02. Chesapeake Ener¬ 
gy fell 43 cents, or 2.5 per¬ 
cent, to $16.71. 

With the decline in oil, the 
S&P 500's energy compo¬ 
nent is down 7 percent this 
week alone. It’s down 13 
percent for the year.Q 













FROM IKE NEW YORK TIMESK 


Old Journalism and New 




ROSS DOUTHAT 
© 2014 New York Times 

Sometimes media events syn¬ 
chronize almost too neatly. Last 
weekend, the entity known as 
Vox Media, whose array of prop¬ 
erties includes this year’s big lib¬ 
eral-journalism startup, Vox.com, 
announced that its latest round 
of investment had raised the 
company’s valuation to a robust 
$380 million. 

Then on Thursday last week, The 
New Republic, a storied liberal 
magazine that’s emphatically 
not worth $380 million, saw its 
editor-in-chief and literary editor 
sacked by a pair of figures out 
of a Silicon Valley satire - a tech 
almost-billionaire, Chris Hughes, 
who won the meritocracy’s 
equivalent of the lottery when 
he roomed with Mark Zucker- 
berg at Harvard, and Hughes’ 
digital guru, Guy Vidra, whose 
plan for vertical integration with 
the Singularity can now proceed 
apace. 

Mass resignations followed; eulo¬ 
gies were penned for the TNR- 
that-was. (And, admittedly, that 
hadn’t really existed for some 
time.) But the most interesting 
in memoriam came from Ezra 
Klein, Vox.com’s editor-in-chief, 
because he wrote as a spokes¬ 
man for a new model of political 
journalism pronouncing a part¬ 
ing benediction on the old one. 
“The eulogy that needs to be 
written,” Klein argued, is actually 
for an entire kind of publication 
- the “ambitious policy maga¬ 
zine,” whether on the left or right, 
that once set the terms of Wash¬ 
ington’s debates. 

With the emergence of the In¬ 
ternet, those magazines lost their 
monopolies, and the debate 
“spilled online, beyond their 
pages, outside their borders,” 
with both new competitors and 
specific voices (Klein kindly cites 
my own) becoming more impor¬ 
tant than before. 

As Klein correctly implies, this shift 
has produced a deeper policy 
conversation than print journal¬ 
ism ever sustained. Indeed, the 
oceans of space online, the 
easy availability of studies and 
reports, the ability to go endless 
rounds on topics - plus the will¬ 
ingness of many experts to blog 
and bicker for the sheer fun of 
it! - has made the Internet era 
a golden age for technocratic 
argument and data-driven de¬ 
bate. 

But there is a price to be paid as 
well. That price, Klein suggests, is 
the loss of the older magazines’ 
ability to be idiosyncratic and 
nonpandering and just tell their 
readers what they should care 
about, because more than ever 
before you need to care about 
what readers click on first (like 
the latest John Oliver SMACK¬ 
DOWN, in the case of Vox) to 


get the traffic that pays for the 
ads that subsidize a seven-part 
argument about health care 
costs. 

So as much as the new land¬ 
scape has to offer, Klein con¬ 
cludes, “something is being lost 
in the transition from policy mag¬ 
azines to policy websites, and it’s 
still an open question how much 
of it can be regained.” 

All of this is sensible and true. 
But there’s one large amend¬ 
ment that needs to be offered. 
The New Republic as-it-was, the 
magazine I and others grew up 
reading, was emphatically not 
just a “policy magazine.” It was, 
instead, a publication that delib¬ 
erately integrated its policy writ¬ 
ing with often-extraordinary cov¬ 
erage of literature, philosophy, 
history, religion, music, fine art. 

It wasn’t just a liberal magazine, 
in other words; it was a liberal- 
arts magazine, which unlike 
many of today’s online ven¬ 
tures never left its readers with 
the delusion that literary style 
or intellectual ambition were of 
secondary importance, or that 
today’s fashions represented 
permanent truths. 

Unlike our era’s ascendant data 
journalism, it also never implied 
that technocracy was somehow 
a self-sustaining proposition, or 
that a utilitarianism of policy in¬ 
puts and social outcomes suffic¬ 
es to understand every area of 
life. (And unlike many liberal out¬ 
lets, in its finest years it published, 
employed and even occasion¬ 
ally was edited by people on the 
right of center - something some 
of us particularly appreciated.) 
So when we talk about what’s 
being lost in the transition from 
old to new, print to digital, it’s 
this larger, humanistic realm that 
needs attention. It isn’t just policy 
writing that’s thriving online; it’s 
anything that’s immediate, ana¬ 
lytical, data-driven - from elec¬ 
tion coverage to pop culture 
obsessiveness to rigorous analy¬ 
sis of baseball’s trade market. 
Like most readers, I devour this 
material. Like most journalists, I 
write some of it. I’m grateful that 
the outlets that produce it all ex¬ 
ist. 

But among publications old and 
new and reinvented, it’s also 
hard not to notice that John 
Oliver videos - or, more broadly, 
the array of food and sports and 
gadget sites that surround Klein’s 
enterprise at Vox Media - aren’t 
just paying for the policy analy¬ 
sis. They’re actively displacing 
other kinds of cultural coverage 
and interaction, in which the 
glibness of the everyday is chal¬ 
lenged by ideas and forms older 
than a startup, more subtle than 
a TV recap, more rigorous than a 
comedian’s monologue. 

And since today’s liberalism is 
particularly enamored of arc- 
of-history arguments that either 
condemn or implicitly whisk 
away the past, this may be a 
particular problem for the Inter- 
net-era progressive mind. 

The peril isn’t just that blithe dot¬ 
com Philistines will tear down in¬ 
stitutions that once sustained a 
liberal humanism. It’s that those 
institutions’ successors won’t 
even recognize what’s lost.Q 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2014 New York Times 

The Islamic State has visibly at¬ 
tracted young Muslims from 
all over the world to its violent 
movement to build a caliph¬ 
ate in Iraq and Syria. But here’s 
what’s less visible - the online 
backlash against the Islamic 
State, also known as ISIS and ISIL, 
by young Muslims declaring their 
opposition to rule by Islamic law, 
or Shariah, and even proudly 
avowing their atheism. Nadia 
Oweidat, a senior fellow at the 
New America Foundation, who 
tracks how Arab youths use the 
Internet, says the phenomenon 
“is mushrooming - the brutality 
of the Islamic State is exacerbat¬ 
ing the issue and even pushing 
some young Muslims away from 
Islam.” 

On Nov. 24, BBC.com published 
a piece on what was trending 
on Twitter. It began: “A grow¬ 
ing social media conversation 
in Arabic is calling for the imple¬ 
mentation of Shariah, or Islamic 
law, to be abandoned. Discuss¬ 
ing religious law is a sensitive 
topic in many Muslim countries. 
But on Twitter, a hashtag which 
translates as ‘why we reject im¬ 
plementing Shariah’ has been 
used 5,000 times in 24 hours. 
The conversation is mainly tak¬ 
ing place in Saudi Arabia and 
Egypt. The debate is about 
whether religious law is suitable 
for the needs of Arab countries 
and modern legal systems. Dr. 
Alyaa Gad, an Egyptian doctor 
living in Switzerland, started the 
hashtag. ‘I have nothing against 
religion,’ she tells BBC Trending, 
but says she is against ‘using it as 
a political system.’” 

The BBC added that “many oth¬ 
ers joined in the conversation, 
using the hashtag, listing reasons 


why Arabs and Muslims should 
abandon Shariah. ‘Because 
there’s not a single positive ex¬ 
ample of it bringing justice and 
equality,’ one man tweeted. ... 
A Saudi woman commented: 
‘By adhering to Shariah we are 
adhering to inhumane laws. 
Saudi Arabia is saturated with 
the blood of those executed by 
Shariah.’” Ismail Mohamed, an 
Egyptian on a mission to create 
freedom of conscience there, 
started a program called “Black 
Ducks” to offer a space where 
agnostic and atheist Arabs can 
speak freely about their right to 
choose what they believe and 
resist coercion and misogyny 
from religious authorities. He is 
part of a growing Arab Atheists 
Network. For Arab news written 
by Arabs that gets right in the 
face of autocrats and religious 
extremists also check out free- 
arabs.com. Another voice get¬ 
ting attention is Brother Rachid, 
a Moroccan who created his 
own YouTube network to deliver 
his message of tolerance and 
to expose examples of intoler¬ 
ance within his former Muslim 
faith community. (He told me 
he’s converted to Christianity, 
preferring its “God of love.”) In 
this recent segment, youtube. 
com/watch?v=QxzOVSMUrGM, 
which has been viewed 500,000 
times, Brother Rachid addressed 
President Barack Obama: 

“Dear Mr. President, I must tell 
you that you are wrong about 
ISIL. You said ISIL speaks for no 
religion. I am a former Muslim. 
My dad is an imam. I have spent 
more than 20 years studying Is¬ 
lam. ... I can tell you with confi¬ 
dence that ISIL speaks for Islam. 
... ISIL’s 10,000 members are all 
Muslims. ... They come from dif¬ 
ferent countries and have one 
common denominator: Islam. 
They are following Islam’s Proph¬ 
et Muhammad in every detail. 
... They have called for a caliph¬ 
ate, which is a central doctrine 
in Sunni Islam.” 

He continued: “I ask you, Mr. 
President, to stop being politi¬ 
cally correct - to call things by 
their names. ISIL, al-Qaida, Boko 
Haram, al-Shabab in Soma¬ 
lia, the Taliban, and their sister 


brand names, are all made in 
Islam. Unless the Muslim world 
deals with Islam and separates 
religion from state, we will never 
end this cycle. ... If Islam is not 
the problem, then why is it there 
are millions of Christians in the 
Middle East and yet none of 
them has ever blown up him¬ 
self to become a martyr, even 
though they live under the same 
economic and political circum¬ 
stances and even worse? . Mr. 
President, if you really want to 
fight terrorism, then fight it at the 
roots. How many Saudi sheiks are 
preaching hatred? How many 
Islamic channels are indoctrinat¬ 
ing people and teaching them 
violence from the Quran and 
the hadith? ... How many Islamic 
schools are producing genera¬ 
tions of teachers and students 
who believe in jihad and martyr¬ 
dom and fighting the infidels?” 
The Islamic State, by claiming 
to speak for all Muslims - and by 
promoting a puritanical form of 
Islam that takes present-day, 
Saudi-funded, madrassa indoc¬ 
trination to its logical political 
conclusion - has blown the lid off 
some long simmering frustrations 
in the Arab Muslim world. 

As an outsider, I can’t say how 
widespread this is. But clearly 
there is a significant group of 
Muslims who feel that their gov¬ 
ernment-backed preachers 
and religious hierarchies have 
handed them a brand of Islam 
that does not speak to them. 
These same authorities have also 
denied them the critical think¬ 
ing tools and religious space to 
imagine new interpretations. 
So a few, like Brother Rachid, 
leave Islam for a different faith 
and invite others to come along. 
And some seem to be quietly 
detaching from religion entirely 
- fed up with being patronized 
by politically correct Western¬ 
ers telling them what Islam is not 
and with being tyrannized by 
self-appointed Islamist authori¬ 
tarians telling them what Islam is. 
Now that the Internet has creat¬ 
ed free, safe, alternative spaces 
and platforms to discuss these 
issues, outside the mosques and 
government-owned media, this 
war of ideas is on.Q 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 ABC followers 
4 Ice cream 
portion 

9 “Break_I”; 

well-wisher’s 
cry to an actor 
13 Way out 

15 Treasure cache 

16 Fib teller 

17 Give a hoot 

18 Levels to the 
ground 

19 Puncture 

20 Delight 

22 “_the Lonely”; 

Roy Orbison hit 

23 Tears 

24 Corn serving 
26 Wine container 
29 Screeched 

34 Wonderland 
visitor 

35 More devious 

36 _ of these 
days; 
eventually 

37 Femur or tibia 

38 Prize 

39 Facts & figures 

40 _-jet printers 

41 Ridiculous 

42 Hayes or Hunt 

43 Baby bird 

45 Stringed 
instruments 

46 Shade tree 

47 Daddy 

48 _-Cola 

51 _ of guilt; 

owning up 

56 Garden of 
Eden resident 

57 Adolescents 

58 Reclines 

60 Theater box 

61 Fill with joy 

62 Strike with an 
open hand 

63 Dancer Astaire 

64 Grain storage 
towers 

65 Pig’s home 

DOWN 

1 Last calendar 
page: abbr. 

2 Test 


3 Blaze 

4 One of 13 on 
our flag 

5 Stuffs 

6 Trickle out 

7 Kiln 

8 Annoyed 

9 Clinton’s VP 

10 Roaring beast 

11 Actor James _ 
Jones 

12 Writer Zane_ 
14 Balcony 

21 Plentiful 

25 Broadcast 

26 Forest home 

27 Without 
companions 

28 Skating ovals 

29 Street talk 

30 Take on 
employees 

31 Eucalyptus 
leaf-eating 
marsupial 

32 Go in 

33 College officials 
35 Waterbird 

38 Enlivens 


39 Particulars 

41 Sick 

42 Joints nearest 
the waist 

44 _ up; joined 
forces 

45 Talks back to 

47 Blotchy horse 

48 Young cow 


49 Smell 

50 Canary’s home 

52 Sandwich shop 

53 Breakfast or 
supper 

54 Kinkade’s 
paintings 

55 _ as a pin 
59 Secret agent 
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Kerry to climate talks: No excuse for inaction 


KARL RITTER 
MATTHEW LEE 
Associated Press 
LIMA, Peru (AP) — Secre¬ 
tary of State John Kerry on 
Thursday tried to spur slow- 
moving U.N. climate talks, 
telling governments to stop 
blaming each other for 
global warming and urg- 


give us,” Kerry said. “We 
must take giant measurable 
clear steps forward that will 
put us on a new path." 

He also took a swipe at U.S. 
politicians who continue 
to deny the assessment by 
an overwhelming major¬ 
ity of scientists that climate 
change is man-made. 



United States Secretary of State John Kerry delivers a speech at 
the U.N. Climate Change Conference in Lima, Peru, Thursday, 
Dec. 11, 2014. Kerry is in Lima along with delegates from more 
than 190 countries meeting to work on drafts for a global 
climate deal that is supposed to be adopted next year in Paris. 

(AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd) 


ing developing countries to 
not take the cheap route of 
high-polluting coal to grow 
their economies. 

In a speech in Lima, Kerry 
said neglecting to mount a 
collective response to fight 
climate change would be 
judged as a "moral failure 
of historical consequenc¬ 
es.” 

“If we don’t lead, future 
generations will not for- 
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TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE (one bedroom) 
Week room price 
48/49 551 $5500 
$4600 
$6000 
$6500 
37/38 548 $5750 
19 547 $5000 

LA CABANA 

Week 44 room 334B $1.850 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

Week 29 room 129, 2 bedroom 
$5,500 

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 


mainly caused by emissions 
from burning fossil fuels. 
"You don't need a Ph.D. to 
see that the world is already 
changing,” Kerry said. 
Negotiators in Lima are try¬ 
ing to define the elements 
of a global climate agree¬ 


ment that is supposed to be 
adopted a year from now 
in Paris. The optimism inject¬ 
ed into the negotiations last 
month by a joint U.S.-China 
announcement on their 
planned efforts to limit emis¬ 
sions has faded during the 
two-week session as age- 
old splits between rich and 
poor countries re-emerged 
over who should do what. 
Some delegates said they 
were surprised that China 
continued to take a tough 
stance on keeping clear di¬ 
viding lines between the cli¬ 
mate action expected from 
developed and developing 
nations. 

"I thought that they would 
not be as stern as they used 
to be in the past,” said Tony 
de Brum, the foreign minis¬ 
ter of the Marshall Islands, 
which is among the small 
island states that fear they 
will be submerged by ris¬ 
ing seas caused by global 
warming. 

Since his days in the U.S. Sen¬ 
ate, Kerry has attended ev¬ 
ery major climate change 
conference since the 1992 
Rio Earth Summit that was 
the first of now 20 rounds of 
U.N. talks and he has made 
action a personal priority.□ 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

PLATINUM Season 

Oceanview $ 16k 
Oceanside $17500 
Oceanfront $27,500 
3 BEDRM OV $27k 
Plat. Plus Holiday 51 OV 
$46k 

Plat. Plus NY 52 OV $49k 

GOLD Season 
Oceanside $9900 
Oceanview $9k 
Oceanfront $ 14.500k 
3 BEDRM OV$ 17k 

Marriott Aruba Ocean 

club 

GOLD Season 
2B Ocean view $9k 
2B Oceanfront $14500 
IB Oceanfront $8500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B oceanview $18500 
2B Oceanfront $29k 
IB Oceanview $11500 
**Destination points 
available between $6.5 and 
$7.5 per point. 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL 
or RENT any ti m eshare 
property. 


888-888-2204 Ext 111 
321-206-6293 Ext 111 
321-250-7164 Fax 
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www.conciergerealty.com 
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DOCTOR 
, ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Dr. Samuels 

EMERGENCIA 

911 


POLIS 

POLIS 

ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
SAVANETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
FIRE DEPT 
FIRE DEPT 
POLIS TIPLINE 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 


100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
115 

582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 

582-1234 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Oduber Tel: 582-1780 
San Nicolas: Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794 


INFORMATION 

SETAR 

TAXI 

TAXI-TAS 

PROF. TAXI 

TAXI D.T.S. 
SERVICE ARUBA 

118 

582-2116 

582- 5900 

587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 

583- 3232 

CRUISESHIP 

.December 13 

\_ 

Freewinds 

Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 


Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Humpback whales increasing in waters near NYC 


JIM FITZGERALD 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Humpback 
whales, the gigantic, endan¬ 
gered mammals known for their 
haunting underwater songs, 
have been approaching New 
York City in greater numbers 
than even old sea captains can 
remember. 

Naturalists aboard whale-watch¬ 
ing boats have seen humpbacks 
in the Atlantic Ocean within a 
mile of the Rockaway peninsula, 
part of New York's borough of 
Queens, within sight of Manhat¬ 
tan's skyscrapers. 

“It is truly remarkable, within miles 
of the Empire State Building, to 
have one of the largest and 
most charismatic species ever 
to be on this planet,” said How¬ 
ard Rosenbaum, director of the 
Ocean Giants program at the 
Wildlife Conservation Society. 
Humpbacks were spotted 87 
times from the boats this year, 
and by cataloging the whales' 
markings, at least 19 different 
humpbacks have been identi¬ 
fied in the waters off the city. 

Paul Sieswerda, founder of Go¬ 
tham Whale, which documents 
the marine mammal population 
around New York, said reports 
of humpbacks in the New York 
Bight, where the city’s harbor 
meets the Atlantic, began to pick 
up around 2010 from surprised 
fishermen and other veterans on 
the water. Gotham Whale then 
partnered with the American 
Princess whale-watching boat, 
providing naturalists who could 
document the sightings. 

The naturalists also do an educa¬ 
tional presentation on the boat 
and answer customers' ques¬ 
tions, said Tom Paladino, the 
boat’s captain. 

“It was pretty slim pickings at 
first, actually,” Sieswerda said. 
“We went on many cruises and 
had three sightings totaling five 
whales in 2011 

But in 2012, there were 15 sight¬ 
ings; in 2013, 33; and this year 
there were 87 sightings totaling 


106 humpbacks. 

Many whales were sighted more 
than once. But by comparing 
flukes — the distinctive shapes 
and markings of their tails — 19 
different humpbacks have been 
documented near the city so far. 
Customers on the whale-watch¬ 


whale species were nearly de¬ 
stroyed by whaling. 

Rosenbaum said the hump¬ 
backs’ reappearance could be 
simply a shift in their habits rath¬ 
er than a spike in population. A 
greater abundance of menha¬ 
den, one of the humpbacks’ fa¬ 


ward the natural environment.” 
New Yorkers shouldn't expect to 
see humpbacks frolicking around 
the Statue of Liberty, though. Ex¬ 
cept for the occasional disori¬ 
ented calf, the whales generally 
stay well outside the harbor, be¬ 
yond the “gate” formed by the 



In this June 2014 photo provided by Gotham Whale, a humpback whale breaks through the surface of the Atlantic 
Ocean just off a beach on the Rockaway peninsula near New York City. 

Associated Press 


ing tours are asked to share any 
photos they get of such markings 
for the "New York City Hump¬ 
back Whale Catalog.” 

“This is the way they’ve been 
doing it in Maine and Massa¬ 
chusetts, the recognized way to 
keep track of these whales, study 
their behavior,” Sieswerda said. 
It's not crystal clear why hump¬ 
backs, which can be 50 feet 
(15 meters) long and weigh 40 
tons, are returning to New York's 
shores, where they were abun¬ 
dant before they and other 


vorite foods, could have attract¬ 
ed them from farther out in the 
ocean. 

That might be because the wa¬ 
ter is cleaner. 

“One would like to think that 
some of this has been triggered 
by an improved environmental 
ethic," Rosenbaum said. “We 
have the clean air and clean 
water acts, the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act and associated 
state laws. It's hard to make the 
link for sure but there’s certainly 
been a behavioral change to¬ 


Rockaway peninsula in New York 
and Sandy Hook in New Jersey. 
Rosenbaum worries that more 
whales could mean problems in 
the busy shipping lanes out of 
New York. And he hopes they’ll 
be taken into consideration 
when offshore wind-power proj¬ 
ects are suggested. But he says, 
“Having them here is truly remark¬ 
able and encouraging. I think it 
will help people in New York em¬ 
brace the natural world and the 
marine environment and these 
iconic species."□ 
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‘Killer Heels’ 
looks at the history 
of high heels 


KEVIN BEGOS 
Associated Press 

Shakespeare mentions 
high heels in “Hamlet,” for¬ 
mer New York Mayor Mi¬ 
chael Bloomberg praised 
them and fashion design¬ 
ers from Dior to Manolo 
Blahnik have bewitched 
women and men with their 
versions. “Killer Heels” is a 
luxurious, fun and sexy look 
at the history of high heels, 
and it manages to be eye 
candy and thought-pro¬ 
voking, too. It’s on shelves 
for the holiday shopping 
season. 

Based on an exhibit at 
the Brooklyn Museum, the 
book contains several es¬ 
says and more than 100 
luxurious illustrations that 
trace the history of heels 
from ancient Greece and 
Turkey to the modern 
streets of New York and 
Paris. Greek actors used 
thick-soled cork shoes for 
greater visibility onstage, 
and during the Ottoman 
Empire women used a type 
of clog for slick bathhouse 
floors. That supposedly in¬ 
spired the chopine of 16th- 
century Venice, and one 
delicately embroidered 
pair from that era shown in 
the book could still attract 
attention at a party today. 
The book is dominated by 
pictures of heels from fhe 
last 100 years, and designer 
Pierre Hardy notes a com¬ 
mon theme there: “People 
love a high heel because it 
is not natural. It is a cultural 
object connected with se¬ 
duction, power, and sexu¬ 
ality.” 

A pair of Salvatore Fer- 
ragamo heels from 1938 is 
like a happy, colored layer 
cake for feef, while fhe 
Rapaport Brothers' Satel- 
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This photo provided by Del- 
Monico Books - Prestel shows 
the cover of the book, “Killer 
Heels, The Art of the High- 
Heeled Shoe, edited by Lisa 
Small. 

Associated Press 

life Jumping Shoes from 
1955 has a pair of springs, 
presumably to launch 
the wearer even higher. 
There are kinky red leather, 
thigh-high boots with heels 
from Paris in the 1920s and 
the untitled nude “Gaga 
Shoe” from 2012 that has 
tiny men clambering up 
the sides of the shoes. 

The images are inter¬ 
spersed with interesting bits 
of history: According to leg¬ 
end, the men of Louis the 
XIV’s court used the talon 
rouge heel as a status sym¬ 
bol, and the trend began 
when a partying group of 
noblemen had the heels of 
their silk shoes stained red 
from bloody streets near 
slaughterhouses. But Na¬ 
poleon and Josephine lat¬ 
er frowned on the implied 
message of higher status 
from high heels and chose 
flat-bottom shoes for their 
official look. 

Many of the modern ex¬ 
amples are a mix of fash¬ 
ion, art and architecture. 
Iris van Herpen's “Beyond 
Wilderness” is constructed 
to look like a black mass 
of twisted roots, while Rog¬ 
er Vivier’s “Blue Feather 
Choc” is wildly elegant. 
“Killer Heels” is bound to 
please any fashionista, but 
men who take a peek may 
also find the answer to an 
old question: The book de¬ 
finitively explains why wom¬ 
en need so many shoes. 


Director Ava DuVernay makes 
history with Globes nod 



In this image released by Paramount Pictures, director Ava Du¬ 
Vernay appears on the set during the filming of “Selma.” 

Associated Press 


SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ava 

DuVernay hasn’t had time 
to consider how she's 
made history. 

With her nomination 
Thursday for “Selma,” 
the 42-year-old became 
the first black woman on 
the short list for a Golden 
Globe director's prize. 

“I just turned in the film four 
weeks ago and now we’ve 
got nominations,” DuVer¬ 
nay said by phone from To¬ 
ronto. “I haven’t had a real 
second to sit down and re¬ 
ally think about it." 

“Selma" tells the story of 
Martin Luther King Jr. and 
his colleagues as they 
planned marches from 
Selma to Montgomery, 
Alabama, to demand vot¬ 
ing rights in 1965. It opens in 
theaters on Christmas. 

The civil rights drama 
earned four nominations in 
all, including best actor for 
star David Oyelowo, best 
original song for Common 
and John Legend's “Glo¬ 
ry,” and best picture. 
DuVernay and Oyelowo 
said they’ll celebrate by 


taking a planned trip to 
Washington, D.C., to show 
the film to members of 
Congress and present a 
special honor to Rep. John 
Lewis, D-Georgia, who is 
depicted in “Selma.” 

Next month's Golden 
Globes ceremony won’t 
be the first for DuVernay. 
She worked as a publicist 
for a dozen years before 
becoming a filmmaker 
and ushered many cli¬ 
ents through Hollywood’s 
awards circuit. 

“I remember standing on 


the side in my black suit 
when we had so many 
nominations for ‘Dream- 
girls,’ which I was a pub¬ 
licist on. Then you make 
sure that your people get 
through to backstage and 
get to the party," she said. 
“And to think that this year 
I'll be at the party with a 
seat in an actual chair in¬ 
stead of standing on the 
side, it's going to be thrill¬ 
ing. I’m the one that stands 
on the side and supports 
the artist, and this time I’m 
the artist.”q 


Wahlberg acknowledges varied 
opinions about pardon 


ALICIA RANCILIO 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Since it 
was revealed Mark Wahl¬ 
berg is seeking a pardon in 
Massachusetts for assaults 
he committed as a teen, 
the actor is well aware that 
the court of public opinion 
has weighed in on why he 
wants one and whether he 
deserves it. 

“Everyone has an opinion 
and has a reason why they 
think I’m doing it,” said the 
actor Wednesday at the 
New York premiere of his 
new movie “The Gambler," 
opening Dec. 25. 

“I’ve been working very 
hard to correct a lot of 
mistakes that I made since 
the day that I woke up and 
realized, ‘You know what? 
I need to be a leader in¬ 
stead of a follower,”’ he 
said. 


A document was filed Nov. 
26 requesting the pardon. It 
states in 1988, when Wahl¬ 
berg was 16, he hit a man 
in the head with a wooden 
stick while trying to steal 
two cases of alcohol in 
front of a convenience 
store near his family’s home 
in the Dorchester section of 
Boston. He punched an¬ 
other man in the face while 
trying to avoid police. 
Wahlberg admits in the ap¬ 
plication that he was high 
on marijuana and narcot¬ 
ics at the time. 

He ended up being con¬ 
victed as an adult of as¬ 
sault and other charges, 
and he was sentenced to 
three months in jail. He said 
he was released after serv¬ 
ing about 45 days. 
Wahlberg, 43, who went on 
to be a rapper and then A- 
list actor who's been nomi- 



Mark Wahlberg attends 
“The Gambler” premiere on 
Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2014, in 
New York. 

Associated Press 

noted for an Oscar, said he 
isn’t trying to use his public 
persona to sway the deci¬ 
sion. 
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Show-runners on rise as TV Twitter celebrities 



In this 2013 photo provided by MTV Networks, Jeff Davis, center right, and Arden Cho block out a 
fight scene for “Teen Wolf's Season 3 Finale.” TV showrunners and the people behind-the-scenes 
of popular TV shows are becoming famous in their own right. 

Associated Press 


ALICIA RANCILIO 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — When a 
new episode of ABC Fam¬ 
ily's “Pretty Little Liars” airs, 
its show-runner, I. Marlene 
King, makes a point to go 
on Twitter to see what the 
fans have to say. 

King is among the newest 
class of TV celebrities on 
social media: Show-run¬ 
ners who are both gaining 
in followers and who find 
that social media gives 
back perhaps even more 
than they put in. 

“I pay enormous attention 
to it," King said. “I am on so¬ 
cial media live every night 
when the show airs and the 
next day as well looking at 
the feedback we got re¬ 
garding the episode. Yes, 
I have vision for the show 
and a creative destina¬ 
tion where I know the show 
is going, but I would be 
foolish not to take advan¬ 
tage of this wonderful, gi¬ 
ant focus group of millions 
of people we have each 
week when the show airs." 
A show-runner is typically 
the executive producer of 
a TV show, with the most 
creative control. King said 
social media has helped 
validate her decisions 
about the fate of certain 
characters on “PLL". 

“I started falling in love 
with the character of Toby 
early on in the show,” she 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Joan 
Rivers’ left her daughter, 
Melissa, in charge of her 
fortune and left money for 
some of her favorite chari¬ 
ties, including Guide Dogs 
for the Blind, Jewish Guild 
Healthcare and the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation. 
According to Rivers’ 2014 
will, which was filed in New 
York State Surrogate’s 
Court, the late comedian 
made Melissa Rivers her 
will’s executor with “the 
broadest and most abso¬ 
lute permissible direction” 
over a fortune that has 
been estimated as high as 
$150 million. 

Other charities she singled 


said. “We were going to 
follow the books and have 
his character die early on, 
but as I started to fall in 
love with him I noticed fans 
were really falling in love 
with him, and together as 
the show and the fans we 
decided to keep him." 
Show-runner Hart Hanson 
(“Bones,” Fox) pays atten¬ 
tion to what the fans are 
saying online but makes 
the point that not all of his 
viewers are using social 
media. 

“The entire audience is not 
represented by the Twit- 


out were the New York- 
based food pantry God’s 


ter follower, especially the 
verbose and noisy Twitter 
follower,” he said. “If I did 
what the Twitter followers 
wanted me to do on my 
show ‘Bones,’ (charac¬ 
ters) Booth and Brennan 
would've gotten together 
in the third episode. That 
would've been a very bad 
thing for the series. It’s com¬ 
plicated but you have to 
keep your distance.” 
Show-runner Shonda 

Rhimes, whose block of 
prime-time ABC program¬ 
ming on Thursday nights 
“Grey's Anatomy”, “Scan¬ 


Love We Deliver, the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center and the 


dal” and “How to Get 
Away with Murder” has 
boosted her fame and has 
more than 791,000 Twitter 
followers, puts it into per¬ 
spective with the disclaim¬ 
er in the bio of her Twitter 
account: 

“I make stuff up for a living. 
Remember, it’s not real, 
OK? Don’t tweet me your 
craziness.” 

Andrew Adashek, head of 
TV at Twitter, says fans who 
follow show-runners can 
get inside information they 
wouldn’t otherwise have 
access to via dropped 


Jewish Home and Hospital 
Foundation in Manhattan. 
Rivers died Sept. 4 at 81 of 
brain damage due to lack 
of oxygen. She’d stopped 
breathing during an en¬ 
doscopy days earlier. 

The late comedian asked 
that her business manager 
Michael D. Karlin and inte¬ 
rior designer Robert Higdon 
be named co-executors of 
the living trust. Specifics of 
her assets and how they 
will be divided haven’t 
been disclosed. 

Bequests were made to 
her assistants, Sabrina Lott 
and Jocelyn Pickett, her 
friend Scott Currie, and Riv¬ 
ers' niece and nephew, 
Caroline Waxier and An¬ 
drew Waxier. □ 


spoilers and hints about 
upcoming plots. 

“It’s like getting a direc¬ 
tor’s cut of every episode 
and people love that," 
Adashek said. 

Added Julie Plec, show- 
runner of The CW's “The 
Vampire Diaries" and “The 
Originals”: “I think one thing 
the fans have realized is 
you can interact with the 
stars and that’s great, but 
the stars are sworn to se¬ 
crecy and not allowed to 
tell you anything. ... If I de¬ 
cide I want to give some¬ 
thing away today and tell 
a secret, I can because it's 
my rule.” 

It can also just be plain en¬ 
tertaining to follow these 
creative people. 

“I think it is safe to say they 
are super expressive and 
therefore able to manifest 
the creativity in a form of 
engaging twitter content 
and it is something that 
fans really, really latch on 
to," said Adashek. 

Not everyone wants to 
be that accessible. “Teen 
Wolf” show-runner Jeff Da¬ 
vis used to be on Twitter 
and closed his account in 
December 2012. 

“There is a lot of deep neg¬ 
ativity online that personal¬ 
ly I like to stay away from," 
he said. “It’s hard to look 
at those things online and 
not feel a sting. The prob¬ 
lem with people critiquing 
online or letting loose their 
own personal demons on¬ 
line is the individuation. 
You can’t see the other 
person. You can’t see how 
what you’re saying online 
affects them. And you ob¬ 
jectify them and lose all 
compassion." 

Plec empathizes when fans 
get worked up about a 
particular storyline and feel 
the need to communicate 
that on social media. 

“If I had grown up with 
Twitter I would’ve been just 
like them. I would’ve been 
tweeting at the ‘General 
Hospital’ writers being like, 
‘Oh my God! How could 
you do that to Lucky?'" she 
laughed. “So, I get it." 

She says she often turns to 
Twitter herself to follow the 
people that she's a fan of. 
“Probably every ninth 
tweet is about how much I 
worship Shonda Rhimes.Q 



This Oct. 5, 2009 file photo shows Joan Rivers during the 25th 
International Film and Programme Market for TV, Video, Cable 
and Satellite, in Cannes, southeastern France. 

Associated Press 


Joan Rivers’ will leaves money for charities 
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THE WAVE REIMAGINED 
UNDENIABLY EBEL. 


The new EBEL Wave, 
shown in 18K yellow gold 
& two-toned stainless steel 
hers with diamonds. 

The collection, intelligently 
priced from $1,500. 

EBEL.COM 



LG. Smith Blvd. #94 ( 2 Locations) 

Royal Plaza Mall, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Tel: (297) 583-4077 - Fax: (297) 582-6791 
E-mail: shivasaruba@setarnet.aw - www.shivasjewelers.com 


L.G. Smith Blvd. #95 

Palm Beach Plaza Mall, Palm Beach, Aruba 
Tel: (297) 583-4077 - Fax: (297) 582-6791 
E-mail: shivasaruba@setarnet.aw -www.shivasjewelers.com 









